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From the Aſſociated Miniſters of the County 
of Windham, to the People in the ſeve- 
ral Societies in ſaid County. 


Dear Brethren and Friends, 


* "24 E are well fati:fied there has been of late, in a 

SZ © ſew Years paſt, a very great and merciful Revival 
I EDS 7 DN. of Religion in moſt of the Towns and Societies in 
Ki . dis County, as well as in many other Places in this 

55 E Land; which we defire to acknowledge to the 

N Ls 6 Fo Praiſe of Divine Grace: So we are fully ſatisfied 
LACESIYSL there bave been many Things which have accom- 
panied this Work, which have really been of a 

different Kind. When it pleated GOD to ſend down the HOLY SPIRIT 
to convince and convert Sinners, and the Prince of Darkneſs was no 
longer able to keep them in that fatal Security and Formality in which 
they had lain, he was then obliged to act a different Part to carry on 
the Deſigns of his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and oppoſe the Conqueſts and 
Triumphs of the Redeemer. And this he has done by imitating, as 
nearly as he could, the Work of the HoLy GHosT, both by ſetting 
on imaginary Frights and Terrors, in ſome Inſtances, on Men's Minds, 
ſome what reſembling the Conviction of the Bleſſed Spirit, and awaken. 
ings of Conſcience for Sin; and alſo filling their Minds with Flaſhes 
of Joy, and falſe Comforts, reſembling ſomewhat, in a general Way, 
the Conſolations of the Holy GHosT : In permitting which is to be 
adored the awſul and myſterious Sovereignty of an holy GO D, wh!/z 
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Way is in the Sea, and whoſe Feotfleps are nit known. This in its Be- 
ginning was not ſo plainly diſcern'd and diſtinguiſh'd, in many Inſtances, 
from the Work of the Hory SPIRIT, eſpecially as there was ſome- 


times ſome Mixture of ſuch T hings with the true Experiences of the 


People of GOD; and it was alto partly owing to the injudicious and 
violent Oppoſition of ſome to this Work ; who, while they ſaw bad 
Things attending it, and many Peop'e taken with them, boldly con- 
cluded, it was all of a Piece, and with tremendous Raſhneſs aſcribed it 
all to the Devil ; While others, on the other Hand, locking on the 
Good, and being perſweded that it was a Day of GOD's wonderfal 
Power, and gracious Viſitation, - ſuddenly and weakly concluded, that 
there was little Wrong in the Appearances, befides meer human Weak- 
nefſes, and unavoidable Infirmity : This gave great Advantage to the 
ſubtle Powers of Darkne's to (cow Tares in the Field, and execute 
their wicked Deſigns, which now more and more appear to have. been 
fo raiſe Men's Temper, throw them into Partie:; to excite and keep 
up a blind and furious Zeal, and imbitter their Spirits, and ſet them on 
to reproach and perſecute one another; to lead eff their Minds from 
the trre and proper Concerns of Religion; to deceive ſome with falſe 
Shews of Zeal ſor the Cauſe of GOD; to lead many into wrong and 
falſe Noticns of the Nature of Regeneration, and lead cff their Minds 
from the Word of GOD ; to puff them vp with Pride and vain Notions 
of immediate [mpulſes on their Minds, and Apprehenſions of being 
taught their Duty, and the dot:inal Meaning of particular Texts 
of Scripture thereby; to lead them off ſrcm the Ordinances of CHRIST, 
and perſwade them of the Uſelefineſs of the ordinary Means of Teaching, 
and render them deaf to all Conviction, but what they think is from 
the Spirit of GOD ſpeaking in them; and alſo to prejudice the Minds 
of carnal and unexperienced Perſons againſt the Doctrine of Regeneration 
and the Neceflity of a ſpecial Work of the Holy Spirit to convince 
and renew them; to ſatisſy themſelves without any ſuch Work, and 
fo think that all that is beyond meer outward Mora'ity and Virtue and 
what Reformation is wro'e by meer moral Swafion, is nothing but wild 
Rant, Superſtition and Folly, and the Iflue of theſe Things is Deiſm 
and Infidelity. As theſe Deſigns of the grand Adverary have opened 
more, and we bave grea Reaſon to fear that many Perſons, in ſeveral 
of the Places we have the efp:cial Charge of, have been ſuffered by 


GOD's righteous Juegment to be deceived, and have run into ſuch. 


Errors aud Miſcarriages, as evidently to become the * of 
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Satan to carry on ſcme of theſe Defigns and Occaſions of ſtirring up 


others to ſuch ſevere Treatment of them, as hardens them more and 


more in their Error?, and many ate drawn away after them, partly out 


of pity to them, and by wrong Coiiclufion?, that their Sufferings are 
an Evidence that they are right, and partly out of Oppoſition to other 
whom they think to be carnal and ungodly Men: We have in our 
reſpective Places, as GOD has enabled us, endeavoured to convince and 


recover them, and help them to diſcern the Snares of the Devil; 


but fince private Endeavours have proved inſufficient, we have lately 
united to give our publick Teſtimony againſt ſome Things, which we 
dare no longer forbear openly to teſtify againſt ; and therein told you 
that we purpoſed by GOD's help more particularly to do it in alitt'e 
Time: And the rather, as you well know there are diverſe Perſons in ſeve- 
ral cf our Societies, who have of late ſeparated themſelves from the Con- 
gregations towhich they did belong, and have vented diverſe erroneous 
and dangerous Principles, calculated to overthrow the Inſtitution of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry ; to render vain the Ordinances of CHRI5T's Ap- 
pointment ; to the perverting of the holy Scriptures, and making forme 
of the great and 'moſt important Doctrines of the holy Scriptures, ap- 
pear in a ridiculous Light, and have followed ſeveral ' Perſons who 
have ſet up for publick Teachers and Exhorters ( as far as we can 
find on the ſame Principles) and draw away the People after them, 
to the Negle& and Contempt of the inſtituted Worſhip of G9D. 


Some of the moſt confiderable of theſe Errors are theſe that fol- 
low ; | | 

r. That it is the Willof GOD to have a pure Church on Farth, in 
this Senſe, that all the Converted ſhould be ſeparated from the Uncon- 
verted. 

2. That the Saints certainly know one another, and know who are 
CrRIsT's true Miniſters, by th:ir own inward Feelings, or a Cemma- 
nion between them in the inward Actings of their own Souls. 

3. That no other Call is neceflary to a Perſons Undertaking to 
preach the Goſpe', but his being a true Chriſtian, and having an inward 
Motion of the Spirit, or a Perſwaſion in his own Mind that it is the 
Will of GOD he ſhould preach and perform miniſterial Acts: The 
Conſequence of which ie, that there is no ſanding inſtituted Miniſtry 
in the Chriſtian Chutch which may be known by the viſible Laws ct 
CURIST's Kingdom, 
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4. That GOD difowns the Miniſtry and Churches in this Land, and 
the Ordinances as adminiſtred in them, 

5. That at ſuch Meetings of Lay-preaching and Exhorting they have 
more of the Preſence of GOD, than in Hi, Ordinances, and under the 
Miniſtration of the preſent Miniſtry, and Adminiſtration of the Ordinances 
in theſe Churches, And hereupon many Perſons have choſen to follow 
after ſuch as have ſet up themſelves to be Preachers, Exhorters and Ex- 
pounders of the Doctrines of the Scriptures ; ſeveral of which there have 
ſprung up of late in this County, the moſt ſamous of which is Mr. Eſha 
Paine, of whoſe Miſtakes and Errors in theſe Pointe, we have had diverſe 


Informations, and ſome of us have taken Pains to recover him, and others 


who practice in like manner, though to no purpoſe : But as the People's 
Errors and wild Zeal encreaſe, ſo the Admiration of theſe Teachers en- 
creaſes, ſo that they are often crying, Never Man ſpake like theſe Men, 
at leaſt, crying them up above all their Teachers. Now as to our own 
Parts, we hope we could be content to have our Names ſink and be de- 
ſpiſed, if CHRIST was but honoured, and the Souls of his People edified ; 


but being ſufficiently convinced of the contrary, and that our bleficd 


Saviour, the LORD JESUS, is abuſed, and his Name reproached under a 
ſhew of great Zeal and Love to it, his Laws broken, his Word perverted 
and his Ordinances deſpiſed, under a pretence of advancing his Glory ; 
the People in danger of being led into ſtill more fatal Errors ; and yet all 
to promote their Salvation: We could not anſwer it to our divine LORD, 


nor to your Souls, any longer to forbear giving our moſt open Teſtimony 
azainſt theſe T hings, 


Having therefore ſet down theſe Errors and corrupt Princ'p'es, which 
ſome of you have drank in,we ſhall endeavour,by theHelp of GoD,plainly 
to ſhow you the Falſhood of them, their Danger and evil Tendency, and 
the Sinfolneſs of your Pract ce upon them, and to give afair Anſwer to 
yourReaſonings andObjeRions about them, ſo far as they are known to us : 
But fince many Informations have been ſent us of the Errors, which are 
taught by the Preachers and Exhorters now mentioned, we look upon 
ourſelves obliged to let you ſee ſome of the Teſtimonies which have been 
ſent to us, concerning the Performances of Mr. Eliſha Paine (who is by 
moſt in this County ) known to be of much ſuperiour Abilities to the 
others: And we muſt leave you and all Chriſtians to judge, what ſort of 


Teachers you put yourſelves under, when you contemn and forſake the 
Miniſtry which CHRIST has ſet vp. 


Mr 
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Mr, James Cow LI, who now preaches in Canterbury, 
Teſtifieth in the Words following; 


E K. was a Lecture appointed here ſometime ego, with an Expec- 
tation that Mr. Davenport would preach it, but he fail'd of ec ming 

and I preach'd the Lecture. Sometime after the Lecture was over 
Mr. Eliſha Paine came to ſee me, and a conſiderable Number of People 
were in the Room : He began his Diſcourſe in this Manner, with a grave 
Countenance, | am come on purpoſe to diſcourſe with you concerning 
your Sermon. [I replied, Sir, you have Liberty to ſay any Thing that is 
"eaſonable cencerning it. He anſwer'd immediately, I muſt needs tell 
you, I had rather have been burnt at the Stake than to have heard ſuch a 
Sermon, if I had nota Mind to get better Satisfaction concerning you. I 
replied, if the Sermon be ſo dreadful,. doubtleſs you can make ſome rea- 
ſonable Objections againſt it. He anſwer'd, the whole Diſcourſe was no 
thing but Trifling; it was ſpending Time to prove what both Sides allowed 
to be true, like a young At'orney at the Bar, trying to prove what is 
allowed on all hands to be true ; which the Judges always condemn as 
Trifling : But, ſays he, there were two Points of falſe Doctrine in it; the 
firſt was, that I aſſerted, We muſt have recourſe only to the Word of 
GOD, to prove that CHRIST ſuffered and died for Sinners ;” and ſaid, Ihe 
direct Tendency of ſuch an Aſſertion was, to make Men believe there 
was no Neceſſity of the Influences of the Spirit of GOD in order io Con- 
verſion, The next Sentence which he condemn'd as falſe was this, that 
 af/ſerted, „the Reaſon why the unpardenable Sin cannot be forgiven, 
is not, becauſe there is not Power and Ability enough in CHRIST to for- 
give it ; but GOD has determined in his Word it ſhall not be forgiven.” 
I asked him wherein the Falſity of it lay? He ſaid, in the firſt Place, it 
was making the Attributes of GOD claſh together; and ſuppoſing GOD 
had Power to do what he has told us he cannot do. I told him, that what 


I meant by Power and Ability in CHRIST, was, that there was enough 


in the Merits of CHRIST to procure a Pardon for that Sin, ias the nex: 
Sentence of my Diſcourſe ſufficiently manifeſted : And he faid farther, the 

.eaſon why I believe there is a Sufficiency in the Blood of CHRIST fo 
procure Pardon for this Sin is, becauſe CHRIST is an infinite Perſon, and 
conſequently there was an infinite Merit in what he did and ſuffered. He 
replied, Sin is an infinite Evil alſo. 1 anſwered, that Sin was in a Senſe 
infinite, yet not abſolutely infinite, for that would make every Sin of an 
equal Magnitude ; but that the Value of CHRIsT's Death and Suffering: 


was abſolutely infinite, and therefore in its own Nature ſufficient to pro- 
cure 
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cure a Pardon ſor all Sin, ſor the Sins of the World. After fore farther 
Diſcourſe, I asked him, Mr. Paine, do you not think there is ſofficient 
Merit in the Blood of CHRIST to procure pardon for the Sins of the whole 
World? He anſwer'd, GOD has made Provifion ſufficient for the Salva- 
tion of them that are ſaved, and no more; and to ſuppoſe other wiſe would 
be to render GOD vnjuſt, Then, ſaid I, you do deny there is a Suffi- 
ciency in the Merit of CHR15T to procure Pardon for the Sins of the 
whole World He ſaid, No, he did not ſay ſo ; But, ſaid he, you talk 
juſt lice the reſt of the unconverted World. After ſome farther DiC- 
courſe, he ſaid, I will tell you how GOD convinced me of this ; In the 
firſt Place he convinced me I wa? a Sinner; then he ſhewed me there 
was enovgh in CHRIST for Sinners; and then he diſcovered that CHRIST 
died for me : This, ſaid he, was the general Truth which was diſcerned ; 


but to know whether this Faith was true or no, we muſt look te the Fruits 


produced by it, J asked him, whether he thought that was ſaving Faith ? ? 
He anſwered in the Afﬀirmative, I told him, I thought it was not, and 
offered an Argument egainſt it: He ſaid my Fathers taught me ſo, and 
they could bave taught me better Arguments than that. I told him ! 
thought ſaving Faith was this, when a Soul was convinced of his loſt un- 
done Eſtate and Condition ; had a Diſcovery of the Fulneſs and Sufficiency 
of CHRIST, and the Sincerity and Univerſality'of the Call of the Goſpel, 


and that he was invited to come to CHRIST ; that ſaving Faith was a Re- 


ceiving and Embracing CHRIST in all his Offices, and ſo reſting on him 
for Salvation, He replied, that I talked like the Papiſts, or that this was 


Popiſh Doctrine; and that this was the very Diſpute. between the 


Papiſts and Proteſtants ; that this DcRrine which he held was the old 
Puritan DoAtrine, and that it was much ſaſer to hold ſo than that a Perſon 
might be Converted, and not know it. 


James Cogswell. 


E being preſen: at the ſam? Time, according to the beſt of our 


Memories, heard the above Diſcourſe for Subſtance the ſame as it 


Written. | 
October g. | Jaber Fitch. 
1744. | ao FUE Lydia Pitch. 
THE3E 
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Canterbury, Os. 7. 1744 
HESE may ſignify to whom it may concern, That we the Subſcibers 
being in Company with Mr. Eliſba Paine ſometime paſt, and being 


upon ſome Diſcourſe about ſpiritual Things, heard him declare, That it was 


made manifeſt to him, that CHRIST was about to have a pure Church; 
and that he had not done his Duty in Time paſt in promoting Separations 
and Diviſions among the People, and that for Time to come he ſhould 
endeayour to promote fand encourage Separations; and that likewiſe 
CHRLIT's own Miniſters would bave their Churches rent from them {by 
rcaion oi their not doing their Duty in that Reſpect, and Mr. Me/eley's 
Church in ſpecial Manner: And Mr, Paine being asked, what their 
Duty was which they negleted ? He replied thus, Becauſe they did 
not ſeparate thoſs who were Converted from the Unconverted in the 


Church; and being asked likewiſe, what he thought of our Saviour's 


Parable, u here it is ſaid to the Servants, that they ſpeuld not gat ber up the 
Tares from the Neat, left they rocted up the Wheat alle? He replied, that 
the Meaning of that Parable waz, that they ſhould not kill thoſe Perſons 
who were unconverted, for, ſays he, if they are unconverted now, they 
may be converted, if not themſelves, ſome might ſpring from them who 
ſhould be converted, Theſe are, according to the beſt of our Remem- 
brance, the Words which we heard Mr. Paine ſay. 

Eliſabeth Darbe. 

Fabes Fitch. 


What follows is a Letter frem Mr. Paine t Capt. Fitch, occafion'd by the 
Exp. /ition be bad given in the foregoing Evidence. 


Capt. Firch, SIR, ä 
am informed that the Diſcourſe I had with you concerning the Parable 
ef the Tores, is grievons to you : It is what I have been taught from 
my Youth, vis. That it was the World, and not the Church of 
Chriſt, in contradiſt'nction from the World, that is there meant; and 
that the Servants were Chriſt's Children that would run into the ſame 
Miſtake that Þ'3 Diſcip'es did, when they would have Fire ccme down from 
Heaven to deſtroy. c. had not Chriſt forbad + Thus Chriſt himſelf 
ſhews us in the following Texte, Matth. 13. 24 —30. and Verſes g5,— 
43. leis clear” fon Zerigture, that Chriſt never deſigned to hinder his 
Church from ſc: pliner, bui that all ſhould grow together, and that there 
ſh- d ve no Ditterence between the vile and the pure in his Church in this 
World; for you fee it bear Fruit bef re the Tares appeared, 2nd Chriſt 
telis us in abundance of Texts that the Chureb maſt keep herlelf pure 
B both 
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both in the old Teſtament and new, and hath given her Rules and 
Authority ſo to do; a few of which 1 have here ſet down, as, Fer, 15. 
19, 20, 21. Zech. 3 7. Eztch. 22 26. Chap. 44. 5» 6, 7, 8, p, 23. 
Now I believe GOD loves his Church as well, and takes as good Care of 
it in the new as in the old Teſtament See Matth. 18. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
Rev. zd & 3d C:apters. Chriſt ſhews us alſo in the 7th Chap. of March, 
the Rule to know the Tares: So Lake 6. 43. By their Fruit they ate to 
be known, and ſo it was; the Tares appeared when the Fruit appeared: 
So the Apoſtle, r Cor 5 Chap. ſhews us a plain D.fference between the 
World and the Church, even ſuch as were apparently of the Church, but 
not Sound, and ſo condemned by the Church, Verſes 9, 10, 12, 13, 
19. Galat. 6. t, 2, 3. Colcf. 4. 5. f Te, 4. 12, 2 Tim. 4. 5, Hore the 
Apoſtle ſhe ws that there is to be a Difference in this Life or World, ſo 
Tit. 1. 9. ſo Chap. 2. 8. There is a Difference even in Teachers *, Tit. 
I. 10, It, Rom. 16. 17.18. Phil. 3. 2, 19. Jude ver. 3,4. Rev. 2. 2. 
1 Fob. 4. 1, 5, 6. 2 Pet. 3. 1. Rum. 2. 20. Matt. 7. is We are 
to beware of them, Having thus ſhewn you a few of the many Texts 
that might be ſhewn, to prove that tho Chriſt's Children mult IL ye in this 


World, among worldly Men, yet they are not to join with them in their 


Ways, Sc. Neither is the World to be killed, as the Romiſh Church 
doth thoſe that will not adhere to her Ways: Yet you fee by the above 
Texts that the Church is to caſt Ler Tares out when they appear, or the 
whole Church is Leavened : Now if you cen find one Scripture to war- 
rant your Opinion, that it is the Church that is meant in the above Parable, 
I ſhall be oblig'd if you will let me know it, for I can find none : Sol 
reſt, praying that Your's and every one's Eyes may be opened, that thinks 


it is the Church there meant, for it opens a Door to pollute the C hurch, 
Eliſha Paine, 


We would here only make theſe Remarks, | 

1. That the Queſticn Mr. Paine had to prove was, © That the Conver- 
ted were to be ſeparated from the Unconverted, and only the Converted 
retained in the Church? “ which in his Letter he has ſhifted into a 
general Diſcourſe aboutDiſcipline, and undertakes to prove that theChurch 
ought to keep and caſt out all ſcandalous Perſons, and thoſe who by their 
Frui:s are known to beTares, which nobody denier, and which is ncthing 


at all to his Purpoſe. 
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IG Would to GOD Mr. Paine and his Followers underſtood and believed theſe 


Texu. 


2. Again 
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2. Again, He owns that the Children of GOD are to live in the World 
among worldly Men, but they are not to join with them in their Ways: 
About which alſo no- body had any Controverſy with bim. 

3. He had to prove, That in the Parable, by the Kingdom is meant 
the World, and no the Church, and that the Prohibition which our LORD 
gave his Diſciples or Servants nt fo root up the Tares, intended they 
ſhould not kill unconverted Men, ( tho' then the Reaſon of the Pro- 
hibition would be as ſtrong againſt Mr. Paine, for they would be as much 
in danger of killing converted Men, thro' Miſtake, as caſting them out 
of the Church ; ) but to prove this he has quoted a great Number of 
Tex's, which he ſays, © are but a ſew- of the many he could have men- 
tizned ; ” which indeed is true, for there is ſcarce any other Text in the 
Bible but is as much to his Purpoſe as theſe. 

4. We would remark the miſ:rable Abuſe and perverting the ho'y 
Scrip'ure, in ſuch kind of App'ications of it, in which it is to bz feared 
theſe Men pretend to have ſpecial Afiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, tho we 
hope Mr. Paine is not guilty cf ſuch Blaſphemy : But if this be not the 
Caſe, then this is the Doctrine which they learn, as they ſuppoſe, in the 
Scripture ; and yet poor Men, one of the greateſt Calamities they ſome of 
them complain of is, their having too much Head knowledge 


November 21. 1744 
Srael Everet, jun teſtifieth, That about the Middle of OZober laſt, 
I went to the Priſon in H indbam, to diſcourſe with Mr. Eliſba Paine, 
and after ſcme Diſcourſe, 2 Q1eſtion was put to Mr. Paine, to this 


| Purpoſe, Whether the Saints, by Virtue of Grace in themſelves, know 


the Cert*inty of Grace in another? Mr. Paine and Mr. Dauglaſi anſwer'd 
in the Affirmative ; Which I denied; for which they charged me with 
Blaſphemy. I told them the moſt eminentDivines held the contrary, and 
particularly Mr. Stoddard: Mr. Paine replied, he cared not for Mr. 
Stoddard, nor nobody elſe, but would prove it by Scripture, and alledged 
that r Cor. 2. 15 He that is ſpiritual judgeth all Things, yet be himſelf is 
Judged of no Man 1 John 3. 14. We know that we bade paſſed frem 
Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Bretbren. Upon this, ſome Scrip- 
ture was brought in Oppoſition to Mr. Paine, viz. GOD ſearcheth tbe 
Heart, an1 trieth the Reins ; and that, 1 Sam. 16. T7 Man locketh en the 
cutward Appearance, but the Lord looketh en the Heart; and therefcre 
this Work was GOD's Prerogative. Mr Paine replied, We don't jud2e 
by Man's Judgment, but by GOD in us. Mr. Paine asked me to expound 
that Scripture, By this we know that we have paſſed from Death unto Life, 

B 2 becauſe 
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becauſe we love the Brethren. I anſwered, that it meant this, That when 
a Man was conformed to the Image of GOD, he loved GOD, and conſe- 
quently loved his [mage, and that when he had reaſon to think a Man 
was converted by external Evidence agreeable to the Word of GOD, ard 
felt his Soul drawn out anſwerably in Love to that Man, becau'e he was 
a good Man, he had as good an Evidence that he himſelf was a Child of 
GOD, as if he certainly knew it. Mr..Paire replied, he did not think 
the Devil could have wreſted that Scripture, as I had done, by Craft; but 


told me it was in vain to try to teach a Man in a State of Nature any 


thing about Religion: Whereupon Mr. Paine went to Prayer, and bleſ- 
ſed GOD for that Priviiedge he had given tc Saints to kuow the ( ertainty 
of Grace in others ; and prayed that the young Man-might be enlightned 
to know the Truth, This I can ſafely make Oath of. 

Witneſs my Hand, Iſrael Everit, jun. 


E the Subſcribers, can teſtify to the T'ruth of the above and within- 


written Eyidence. 
James Tracy 


Joſeph Hutchiſon. 
=Y Nat bange Tracy. 


E the Subſcribers being at the Houſe of Mr Samuel Gray of 
NHindbam, ſometime in October laſt, had Converſation with Mr. 
Eliſha Paine of Canterbury, and hard him aſſert theſe following 


Propoſitions, vis. That the Union of a Chriſtian to GOD or CHRIST was 


the ſame in kind with the Union between the humane Nature of CHRIST 
and the divine, and the only difference waz in the Manner, the Spirit was 
given to Chriſt without Meaſure; but to Believers in Meaſure. Lo which 
was replied, that he did not make a juſt Diſtinction, for that the Union be- 
tween humane and divine Nature of CHRIST was a Union of the 2d Perſon, 
but the Spirit which dwelt in Believers was the third Perſon : To which 
Mr. Paine replied, that they were no otherwiſe three Perſons, than as they 
were three Offices. To which was replied, that he thereby denied the 
Perſonality cf the God-head. To which he replied, that he had been 
always taught, and believed as was declared in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, 
that there were three Perſons in the Godhead, To which was ſaid, that 
the Scriptures held forth that there were three Perſons diſtinct in their 
Operations To which Mr. Paine replied, that he never underſtood that 
they were three Perſons any otherwiſe than that they were three Officee, 
and did not know that any Body elſe did. Upon which he was asked, 
whether there was any Propriety in ſaying Dr, Gray was three Perſons 

< | becauſe: 
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becauſe Le ſuſtained three Offices? And he ſaid, Yes, he is fo in the 
Law, and thereupon cautioned the Perſon not to be too nice or Philoſo- 
phical in his Diſtin&ions, for thereby he might run himſelf into Abſur- 
ditic- ; for that he could not conceive of three Perſons in that Senſe, un- 
le:> making them three GoDs, This is the Subſtance of what we heard 
Mr. Paine icy, relating to the Things abovementioned, and according to 
the belt of our Remembrance, the very Expreſſions he uſed : And in 
Teit.mony of it we ſet our Names to it. . 
iind an, Dec. 11. Stephen White. 
I 7 4 & Eliphalet Dyar. 


We take this Place to inform you, that there being much talk of Mr. 
Paine's denying the Doctrine of the Trinity, we did particularly inform 
him of that in the Defire we ſent him by Mr. Meſeley, (which we ſhall 
mention afterwards ) and upon Mr. Meſeley's urging him to come and 
clear this Matter, as a | hing of great Importance, he told him, as Mr. 
Moſcley informs us, that he had explain'd himſelf in a Letter to Mr. White ; 
and ſent a Meſſage of the like Import to us by Capt. Fobnſon. W hereupon 
Mr, Vbite produced the Letter, and upon perufing of it, we thought 
it beſt Vr. Pain?'s Meining or Underſtanding of that Doctrine ſhould 
appear in his own Words, to which he refer'd us: And we are not 
willing to repreſent his Principles or Notions in a worſe Light than 
they ſtand in his own Words, and therefore here inſert the Letter which 
will ſpeak for itſelf, and leave you to judge of his Principles in that Point, 
in the beſt Manner you can, 


To the Rev. Mr. Stephen White in Windhara. 


Rev. SIR, 

HE Diſcourſe that paſſed between ns concerning the Trinity, hath 

put me on more critical Search after Light in that Point than ever 
before, for as I told you then, ſo it was Truth with me, tkat I was taught 
from my Youth, that there were three Perſons in the Godhead, viz. the 
FATHER, SON and HOLY GHO3T ; and that theſe three were one GOD, 
ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glory ; and that I had never been 
taught to diſtinguiſh or know them apart by any Thing but their Offices 
aud Names. The Father's Office feems to appear to me from Scripture 
to beget the Son, and through and by him to create all Things, &c. The 
Office of the Son, being thus begotten, appears to be a Mediator between 
GOD and Man, Sc. And the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 


the Father and the Son, appears to be a Comforter : But how the Perſo- 
nalicy 
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nality of theſe three Perſons exiſt in the divine Mind, was always a MyC- 
tery to me, although I verily believe it, yet I cannot comprehend it, and 
I dare not be wiſe beyond the Word, in ſo great 2 Myſtery as the Trinity, 
leſt | ſhovld fall into the fame Miſtake as Mr. Bradbury charged Dr. Warts, 
when trying to unfold the Myltery ( which if I could do ) it would ro 
longer be a Myſtery ; it being long fince I ſaw the Book I forget the Par- 
ticulars charged on the Doctor, or whether Mr. Bradbury reci ed 2ny, 
only that to unfold the Myſtery of the Trinity, would deſtroy it from 
being a Myſtery. Sir, what I have here hinted is what I was brought vp 
in the Belief or Inſtruction of, and I can get no farther by all that I can 
find in GOD's Word or Man's; and as I deſired you before, ſo | world 
renew my Requeſt, that if you find ſarther Light, you would be fo kind 
as to hcip me with it, I alſo renew my Caution to you, as a Friend to 
the Truth and your own Soul, that you be not too critical in fo myſterious 
a Point, leaſt it end in Error, as at the Council at Nice, Anno 32g. ſome 
did by being too critical to find out how that CHRIST the Son, and GOD 
the Father, were of the ſame Subſtance or coequal, were left to deny it, 
tho' condemned by the Council, &c. 

As to a Copy of my Letter of Recommendation, it is at your Service 
on the Requeſt of either of the Gentlemen that gave it. 

| | So l remain, 
Canterbury, Nov. 14. I truft your Soul's well wiſher, 
1744. | Eliſha Paine. 


We have publiſhed none of theſe Things with any Deſign to expoſe 
Mr. Paine to Reproach, but as we thought it our Duty, we were very de- 
ſirous to have had Opportunity to converſe with him about theſe Things, 
and accordingly when we were together at the Cranł in Lebanon, Aug 
28. we wrote to Mr. Paine, earneſtly deſiring him to meet us at A/ford 
on the gth of OZcber, but at that Time Mr. Paine was confined in Priſon 
at Windham. We wrote to him again, the 13th of November, ſome Ac- 
count of ſeveral Errors we heard he had vented, as betore-named and 
hinted at, and prayed him to meet us at Mansfield, this 13th of December; 
and ſent the Letter by the Rev. Mr. Moſeley, deſiring him to uſe his Intereſt 
with Mr. Paine, to prevail with him, if he could, to come and ſee us, 
Mr. Moſeley informs us, that he ſent him the Letter, and Cid uſe his ut- 
moſt Endeavours to perſwade him, that the Honour of GOD, and the 
Intereſt of Religion, and Cauſe of Truth call'd him to comp'y with our 
Defire ; but could not prevail with him. We thought ourſelves bound, 


for the Honour of CHRIST, and the Welfare of Souls, to give you an 
Account 
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Account of theſe Thing?, that you may ſee to what Danger Perſons are 
expolcd in running after ſuch Teachers, and how falſe are their Pretences 
to the ſpecial Impu tes of the Holy Ghoſt in calling them to preach, or 
teaching the Mind ef GOD in his Word. And we beſeech you to take 
No.ice how GOD has telt fied againſt their Practice in his Providence, 
fince you will not hear his Word : Diverſe of thoſe who have undertaken 
this Work having fallen into ſcandalous Sins and Miſcarriages, and others 
into foul and dreadiul Errors, and even Mr. Paine, who in other Things 
is known to be a Min of the moſt Senſe of any in theſe Parte, who have 
ſet themſelves above the Word of GOD, who might probably have done 
much Service for GOD if he had obeyed his Command, x Cor. 7. 24. 
Brethren, let every Man wherein be is called therein abide with God; but 


having undertaken a Buſineſs which GOD has not called him to, has been 


left to great Errors, miſerable W eakneſ*, and a ſtrange perverting of the 
Word of GOD ; and defice you alſo to obſerve that the Principles we 
have mentioned before, are owned and profeſſed by them who lead, or 
rather miſlead many others, 


We ſhall now therefore, according to our propoſed Defign, ſhow you 
the Falſhocd of theſe Principles ; their Danger and evil Tendency ; and 
the Sinfulneſs of your Practice vpon them; and give a fair Anſwer to 
your Reaſonings and Objections abour them, ſo far as they are known to 
us. 

I, then, That it is the Will of GOD to have a pure Church upon 
Earth, in this Senſe, that all the Converted ſhould be ſepara:ed from the- 
Unconverted. 

Now the Falſhood of this appears from three Heads, 

1. From the Inconſiſteney of the Thing with itſelf, and the Defign of 

Chriſt's viſible Churct, and its natural Impoſſidility. 

2. From its Contrariety to the Diſpenſation of GOD, in all Ages of 

the Church. 


3. From its Contrariety to the revealed Will of GOD, 


r. From the [nconfiſtency of the Thing with itſelf, and the Defign of 
Chriſt's vifible Church, and its natural Impcffibility, 


There are three Propoſitions in this Head, which ſhall be confidered 


(1.) It appears falſe from the Inconfiſtency of the Thing with itſelf. 


To ſeparate all true Believers from thoſe who are only nominally, but yet 
profe fledly * by their outward Works & Doctrines not proved to be 


otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe, is to ſet up two viſible Kingdems of Chriſt in the World; and 
to take one of theſe viſible Kingdoms out of another. As Chriſt's invi- 
ſible Kingdom or Church is but One, and confiſts of all true Saints both 
in Heaven and Earth, ſo bis viſible Kingdom can be but One ; and con. 
fiſts of all his viſible Members, incorporated by their profeſſed Subjection 
to the ſame King, and the ſame Laws; and to take another out of that 
and ſeparate it therefrom, both profeſſing SubjeRicn to the fame King, 
and the fame Laws, and yet viſibly divided and ſeparated at the ſame 
Time ; this is to make T'wo viſible Kingdoms for Chriſt in the W orld, 
viſibly ſeparated from one another, and yet viſibly the ſame, which is 
an Inconſiſtency and Abſurdity that deſtroys it ſelf, 


(2. ) It is inconfiſtent with one great Deſign of Cukls T's ſetting vp 
his viſible Church and Kingdem in the World. One great Defgn of 
Chriſt in fetting up his viſible Church, and it's Diſperſion among 
all Nations, and People in ſeveral Places, is evidently to mzke his 
Saints, and the Ordinances of his viſible Kingdom to be the Means cf 


the Converfion of others, by living under theſe Ordinances of Salva- | 


tion; and by the Lives, and Help of real Chriſtians dwelling among 
them, This Chriſt himſelf declares in thoſe Parables, Matth. 13. 33. 


The Kingdem of Heaven is like Leaven which a Woman tock, and hid in 
Three Meaſures of Meal till the whele was leavened. In which Place 


the Kingdom of Heaven intends the Church of CHRIST,. with all the 


Miniſtry, and Ordinances of his Word, The Kingdom of Heaven is F 


three Times in this Chapter, as well as in other Places, uſed te fgnify 
the Church-State under the Goſpel ; or the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 


and all it's Ordinances under the viſible Kingdom of Chriſt the true 10 
Meſſiah. And the Leaven is the Goſpel- Doctrine, and the holy Obedi- 
ence of the true Members of Chriſt, who are conformed thereto ; which 
being hidden, or put among Men, they are by Chriſt's Appointment to 


work to their Conviction and Converſion, thro his Power and Bleſſing 


upon theſe Means. But how can this Maſs, and Meal, be leavened by 2 
it when the Leaven is taken away from it, kept at a Diſtance, and is 
never to touch it. — Again, When our Lord ſent his Apoſt'es forth © 
to convert Men he tells them, They are the Light of the World, and 
charges them, that Their Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 4 
your good Works, and glorify your Father which is in eaves. If this be 
underſtood of Chriſtians in common as well as Miniſters (in which Senſe | 
the Men we have to do with underitand it) we would know what way | 


they can let their Light ſhiae vefors Men, when they will icparate — 1 
them 


| 
\ 
t 
t 
0 
8 
c 
8 
f 
k 
a 
h 
1 
fe 
7 
7 


tl 


A LETTER, e. 17 


them, and will have no Communion with them in the ſame W orſhip, 
and the ſame Ordinances? Or how their regular, exemplary and holy 
Converſation can do any Thing towards the Con verſion of Sinners, when 
by reaſon of their Separation from them, they are utterly unacquainted 
with them ; and know nothing about them, unleſs it be that they account 
Themſelves too pure and holy to have any Thing to do with them ; 
and thereby give them more Reaſon to ſuſpect them of Hypocriſy, 
than to convince them of the Power of divine Grace in them; and 
ſo of the Truth of the Goſpel, and Fulfilment of it's Promiſes to 
them; ſhewing that proud Mark of Hypocriſy which GO D ſpeaks of 
Iai. Gg. 5. Which ſay, fand by thy ſelf, come not near to me, for Iam holier 
than thou. Theſe are @ Smoke in my N:ſe, a Fire that burneth all the Day, 
( 3.) The Thing it (elf is naturally impoflible. We know it is as eaſy 
with GOD to ſeparate the Converted from the Unconverted now, as at the 
Day of Judgment, if it pleaſed him to do ſo: But we know alſo that he 
will not, and that he does not deſign to do it till the Day of judgment; 
becauſe he himſelf has told us fo, as we ſhall ſhew anon. But as to Men, 
the Thing is naturally and abſolutely impoſſible, ie. to Saints, with all the 
Gifts and Attainments of ſanQifying Grace that are ever beſtowed upon 
them in this World. It is certain, that an Hypocrite may as fairly act 
over all the outſide of Religion, as a Saint; and that the wiſeſt and beſt 
Saint in the World can't certainly tell any other particular Saint, unleſs 
GOD make a ſpecial Revelation of it to him; for the ſpecifick Difference 
between a Saint and an Hypoerite lies in the Heart, and the ſecret invi- 
fibleAQings of that, It is abſolutely impoiſible that that ſhould be certainly 
known but by him who made the Heart. We find therefore that GOD 
does in Scripture claim the ſearching the Heart, and trying the Reins, as 
his own peculiar Prerogative, as much as his Name JEHOVAH, or his 
Eternity and Unchangeableneſs, 1 Sam. 16. 7. The Lord ſeeth not as Man 
feeth, for Man looketh ca the outzuard Appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
th: Heart, Jer. 1. 20. But, O Lord of Hs, that judgeth Righteouſly, 
that trieft the Reins and the Heart : And becaufe he trieth the Reins and 
the Heart, therefore he is able to judge righteouſly. So Chap. 17. verſes 
©, 10, when GOD is pleaſed to ſet forth the Unſearcheableneſs of Man's 
Hcart to all Mer, he faith, 1 the Lord ſearch the Heart, I try the Reins tg 
give to every Man according to his Ways, and according to the Fruit of bis 
Doings, So Chap, 20. 12. O Lord of Hefts, that tri ft the Rigbtecus, and 
ſeeſt the Reins ond the Heart. It were eaſy to multiply Texts to the tame 
Pu poſe, but there is no need of it. It appea - from hence, that it would 
be every whit as innocent for a Man to ſay be was Eternal. Iofinite and 
Ominiſcient, as to ay that he certainly knows the Heart or state of ano- 
ther Man, or that he certainly knows other Men's Heart: |} 5 only 
C Cour 
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Colour to fave a Man from Blaſphemy in this Caſe, is a Pretence thatGOD 
reveals this to him ; but this Pretence will not anſwer the End for which 
ſuch a Knowledge of the States of Men is requiſite, i. e. according to their 
Notion to ſeparate the Converted from the Unconverted, to make a pure 
Church: For if ſuch a Revelation be made to one or two, or twenty 
Perſons, this will ſerve no body but themſelyes, unleſs they can prove to 
others that GOD has revealed it to them, cr elfe thoſe to whom they tell 
this Revelation, have alſo a Revelation that what they tell them is true, 
which is equivalent to the Revelation made to the other: And fo every 
Saint muſt have a particular Revelation made to him of the State of every 
other Saint, or who every one is that he is to have Communion with, and 
without this che Ordinances of CHRIST can't haye their Effet, nor be 
duely adminiſtred. Now this is too abſurd to need a Confutation ; a Man 
muſt not only be got beyond the force of Reaſon, but paſt all Knowledge 
and Belief of the Bible, to entertain the monſtrous Folly of it. But to 
obviate the force of this Reaſoning, it may be ſaid, that the Saints know 
one another by a Communion of Souls, or a Union of Hearts, Sc. But as 
this is one of thoſe falfe, dangerous Principles which we have mentioned 
before, and is alſo made uſe of for another Purpoſe, we ſhall cmit it here, 
and anſwer it in its proper Place ; and now go on to ſay, 


2. This Notion of a pure Church, in the Senſe here intended, vig. 


That the Con verted or real Saints only ſhould be in it, is contrary to the | 


Diſpenſation of GOD in all Ages, under the old Teſtament and the new. 
As to the Jewiſh Church, *tis plain as the Sun ſhines, that the whole 
Nation were incorporated and taken into it, and had Right to enjoy all 
the outward Ordinances and Priviledges of it. All that bear the Name of 
1/rael, to the atmoſt Latitude and Extent, (as we ſee, Deut. 29th Chap.) 
they are all called to enter into Covenant with GOD, They to whom God 
bad not given an Heart to perceive, Eyes to ſee, and Ears to hear, ver. 4. 
Theſe doubtleſs were ungenerate Perſons: It was made with Captains of 
Tribes, Elders, Officers, little Ones, Wives, Strangers, Hewers of Wood» 
Drawers of Water, ver. 10, 11. with them that were preſent, and 'with 
them that were abſent, ver. 14,15. No lTiraclite of any Age, Sex, Rank, 
nor any that joined themſelves to them were exempted : And this alſo 
appears ina great miny Places of Scripture, where GOD owns that People 
generally and promiſcuoſſy as his People, profeſſing himſelf to be their 
GOD ; and the Apoſtle te!ls us he is the GOD of none, but his own 
covenant People, the reſt are without God, Eph. 2. 12. This is brought as a 
Motive to prevail with GOD, under Miſery, for Mercy, Iſai. 54. 9. Be- 
bold we beſeech thee, we are thy People, And the Apoſtle puts it out of 
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when he reckons up nine Priviledges of 17a), according to the Fleſh. 


Rem. g. among which this is one, ver. 4. The Covenants : Then all Iſrael 
after the Fleſh were in Covenant. There were a great many who were 
not Regenerate, but not a Man but what was in Covenant, and own'd of 
GOD as viſibly his, Deut. 26. 17, 18. Thou haſt avouched the Lord this 
Day to be thy God; and the Lord hath avcucbed thee this Day to be his 
People: Uncenverted Perſons were therefore certainly in the Church of 
GOD under the Law; and it is eaſy to ſhew this from Multitudes of 
Places of Scripture, if there were any need of it. 

Now as to the New-Teſtament State, we find that in Chriſt's own 
Family, among his Domeſticks and Diſciples, yea Apoſtles, there was a 
Judas; and you will hardly dare to fay, that the Apoſtles were unc:nver* 
ted Men, or had not ſo good a Spirit of Diſcerning as yourſelves ; yet 
they never once thought of ſeparating Judas from their Communion in 
which he conſtantly lived, till by renouncing and betraying Chriſt in an 
open and p<rfidions Manner he ſeparated himſelf : If you ſhould be vain 
enough to think the Apoſtles had not that Spirit of Diſcerning, yet we 
hopc none of you will think Chriſt himſelf was deſtitute of it; and yet He 
never ſerupled to have Communion with him, in all outward Ordinances, 
and upon his profeſſed and open Subjection to him, to carry himſelf out- 
wardly towards him as he did to the reſt of his Diſciples. If you will lock 
into Feb. 4. t, 2. you will find that Fobn the Baptiſt and Chriſt's Diſciples 
made many Diſciples, and admitted them as Diſciples in Covenant with 
Chriſt, by Baptiſm ; yet we find afterwards many of Chriſt's Diſciples 
went away and walked no more with him, Fob. 6. 66. Doubtlefs theſe 
were ſome of them, and no doubt they were unregenerate Perſons : 80 
that in Chriſt's Lime an cutward and viſibly credible Profeſſion of Faith in 
Chriſt, was ſufficient to make a-Man one of his Diſciples, ſo as to be the 
Ground of his Admiffion into his Church, Accordingly, Mattb. 28. 19. 


when our Lord ſent his Apoſtles to go and teach (or, as all Men who can 
read Greek, know it is) to go and diſciple all Nations, he ordered th:m 
when they had diſcipled, to baptize them. 
we know, hold that no adult Perſon is a meet Subject of B:ptiſm, who is 
not alſo of the Lord's-Supper ; yet our Lord bids them baptize whemſcever 
they made a Diſciple. Now, that the Apoſtles ever thought that they 
were to look upon none as Diſciples, but ſach as they certainly kev were 
7 regenerate Perſons, is certainly falſe; for Philip baptized Simon Magus 


Now all Chriſtians, ſo far 38 


vpon a Profeſſion of his Faith in Chriſt, A#s 9. 13. And {me of thoſe 
who were admitted into the Church, "made ſhipwreck of Faith, k 


Tim. 1. 19, 20.— We find in the New Teſtament, hat all that were 


called Diſciples, enjoyed the Priviledges of Ordinances, and yet Multitudes 
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of theſe Diſciples were not regenerate and born again. Paul tells us 
2 Cor. 1. 26. That be had been in Perils among falſe Brethren, which 
would have been very ſtrange, if there had been none ſuch; or if he had had 
Power to diſcern them, or ſeparate them from the Church —— In the 
Epiſtles which Chriſt ſends to the ſeven Churches of Aſia, in the zd and 
3d Chapters of Revelations, it ſeems that in the Church of Sardis, there 
were ſome who held the Doctrine of Balaam and the Nicholaitans, which 
Chriſt hated, ver. 14, ff. of the 2d Chap. and Chap. 3. ver. 4. That there 
were but few in the Church of Sardis that were real Saints, or ſhould walk 
with Chriſt in white ; and it appears that the Church of the Laediceans 
had abundance of proud Self-righteous Hypocrites in it, ver. 17, 18. Now 
Chriſt threatens theſe Churches very terribly, if they did not repent , 
and ſo he does all other corrupt Churches; but he ſays not a Word to the 
Converted to ſeparate themſelves from the Unconverted ; nor finds fault 
with them that they had not improved their Spirit of Diſcerning, to keep 
out theſe Hypocrites ; nor does he diſown them as his Churches, nor their 
Angels as his Miniſters, on this Account, It ſeems then that this Diſco- 
very, which was never thought of in the Old-Teſtament nor the New, ſo 
long as the Apoſtles lived, nor in the moſt pure and flouriſhing Churches 
ſince, is reſerved for our Times; but we are very flow to believe that 
GOD has made any new Revelation ; or that Meſes and the Prophets in 
the Old-Teſtament, and CHRIST and his Apoſtles in the New, did not 
underſtand the Mind of GOD, and Practice according to it. 


3, This Notion of a pure Church, as ſeparating the Converted from 
the Unconverted, is contrary to the revealed Will of GOD. This 
is as evident 2: any Thing can be by that Way of Evidence, in diverſe 
Parables of our Savicur. Matth. 13 24, 25. The Kingdom of Heaven is 
likened unto a Man which ſowed good Seed in bis Field; but while Men 
fept bis Enemy came, und ſawed Tares among the Wheat, and went Ji, 
Way ; but when the Blade was ſprung up, and brought forth Pruit, then 
appeared the Tares alſi. In the 28th Yerſe and following, we have an 
Account that the Servants were ſo zealous for their Maſter's Cauſe, that 
they world know of Him whether He would not have them go and 


gather them up. Bat He ſaid Nay, left while ye gather up the Tares ye | 


root up aiſo the Wheat with them. Let both grow together until tbe Harveſt, 


and in the Time of Harveſt, I will ſay to the Reapers, gather ye tegether | | 
ff the Tares, and bind them in Bundles ta burn them, but gather the Wheat | 


into my Barn, Here is the very Caſe propounded by our Saviour himſelf, 
and reſolved in the moſt expreſs Words from his own Mouth : So that 


it is very wonderful, that Men who pretend to uncommon Degrees of 
Communion |. 
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Communion with, and nearneſs to GON, ſhouſd be bold enough to tell 

us in Words or PraQtiſe, that Chrift gives them his Spirit to reQify his 
Word and contradict his own Determination iu it. We chooſe rather to 

abide by Chriſt's "own Determination of his Meaning, than that of theſe 

Men. The Kingdom of Heaven in Matth. g. 10, fignifies the bleſſed Liſe, 

and everlaſting Felicity, into which the Saints ſhall enter when this Life 
is over : But in moſt Places, wherein this Phraſe is uſed by the Evangeliſts, 
it fgn.fieth the viſible Church here on Earth, confiſting of good and bad 
Mea, cf real and nominal Chriſtians, which is therefore called the King- 
dom of Heaven, becauſe the Way to the bleſſed Kingdom is taught 
therein, and Chriſt the heavenly King ruleth over it, and we muſt firſt 
be Members thereof, before we can be Members of that which is in Heaven. 
So tis here Perſe 47. as we fhall confider preſently. It means the Diſ- 
penſation of Grace under the Meffiah, exhibited and ſent into the World 
to preach and work the Redemption of Men in his own Perſon : As 
Matth. 3. 3. The Kingdem of Heaven is at Hand. The Doctrine of the 
Word, and Preachers and Ordinances thereof, becauſe by them we are 
called to the Kingdom in Heaven. So Verſe 25. The Kingd om of Hea- 
ven is like unto a Merebant- Man, &c. In this Senſe is the Kingdom of 
Heaven here to be underſtood : Our Saviour explains it ſo to his Diſ- 
Ciples, as you fee from Verſe 37. Where he ſays, The Field is tbe Warld ; 
in which therefore is this Kingdom ot Heaven. Tie good Seed are the 
Children of the Kingdom; but the Tares are the Children of the wicked 
One, Both the one and the other are in that Kingdom of Heaven which 
is in the World, j.e. the vifible Church. The Enemy that ſowed the 
Tares is the Devil, who corrupted, and does deceive them, and keep them 
in their Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs. But theſe Weeds grow in the ſame 
Garden, under the ſame Rain and San-ſhine, that the Wheat does. Such 
is the Infirmity of Men that Chriſt knoweth they cannot prevent them. 
He ſays, Mbile Men ſlept the Devil ſowed them. Now this ſleeping is 
not to repreſent the wicked Careleſsneſs of Men, but the natural and 
neceſſary Reſt of the Labourers about the Field; for ſleeping is a neceſſary 
Refreſhment of Labourers. And by this Chriſt intimates, that human. 
Weakneſs is ſuch that the beſt of his Servants can't prevent this Admiſ- 
Gon of the Tares into the Kingdom. And tho! it is the Will of Chriſt 
that ſcandalous Sinners ſhould be kept out, and caſt out of his Church, 
when their Rottenneſs and Hy pecriſy is evident by their Lives and out- 

ward Actions: Yet he ig ſo far from truſting his Servants to keep out, 
or root out ſecret Hypocrites, cr ſuppoſing that with all their Grace and 

Zeal they have ſufficient Skill and Ability for it, that He will not let 


them go and root up the Tares even when they appeared to look difte- 
rent 
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rent from the Wheat, Which at leaſt teaches us that great Caution and 
Moderation muſt be uſed in Church-Cenfures and With - drawings, leſt 
the Wheat be trodden down or plucked up under Pretence of pulling 
out the Tares. The Tares if continued under the Means of Grace, may 
perhaps become good Corn, and therefore Chriſt will have us have Pa- 
tience with them, 2 Tim. 2. 23. The Reaſon of this Prohibition to the 
Servants to attempt to root them up, is founded on their Inability for 
the Undertaking, and the danger the Wheat would be in if they ſhould 
attempt it. Chriſt will have thoſe whom we are well ſatisfied to be Tares, 
to be tolerated, rather than ſoffer the Zeal of his Servants to endanger the 
Wheat: And how much more when the Fruits and viſible Appearances 
of Hypocriſy don't make appear which are the Tares ; which is here the 
only Way ſuppoſed by which they are known by the Servants. He re- 
feryes this Diſcrimination to himſelf, who only is fit to make it, and tells 
us theſe ſhall grow together till the End of the World, and then the An- 
gels are the Reapers, who, when all is to be cut down, ſhall have his 
ſpecial Command to ſeparate the godly from the ungodly, and caſt the 
Tares, or Wicked, into Hell, and gather all the Godly to Heaven.— 
Again, ver. 47, Chriſt ſays, The Kingd:m of Heaven is like unto a Net that 
was caſt into the Sea, and gathered of every Kind, which when it was full 
they drew to the Shore, and ſat down and gathered the good into Veſſels, but 
cafe the bad away. This alſo our Lord has been pleaſed himſelf to explain 
ſufficiently to offer Con victionſto theſe Men, werſes 49, 50. So ſhall ir be at 
#be End of the World, the Angels ſhall come forth, and ſever the Wicked 
from among the Fuft, and caſt them into the Furnace of Fire, there ſpall he 
wailing and gnaſhing of Tecth. Here Chriſt's Kingdom, or the Goſpel 
Church-State and Diſpenſation, is likened to a drawn Net, in this very 
Reſpect which theſe Men deny, viz. Becauſe it ſhall gather Men of all 
Sorts into the yiſible Church, Saints and Hypocrites, which cannot be ſe- 
parated in this World, any more than the bad Fifh can be ſeparated from 
the good, while the Net is in the Sea ; but when they come aſhore, then 
they will be ſeen and known apart. This Net is to bedrawn till it is full, 
till“ all are gathered that ever will come into it; how many bad ſoever are 
taken in the Net with the good, they can't be diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated 
now, but when the Netis full and drawn to the Shore, i. e as Chriſt ſays, 
at the End of the World, this Separation ſhall be made by the Angels at 


_ Chriſt's Command; theſe are certainly the holy Angels, for they are then 


to caſt the Wicked into 2 Furnace of Fire, where is wailing and gnaſhing of 
Teeth, which i Hell- Fire. TheApoſtle Pau} ſays, 2 Tim. 2. 19, 20. The 
Foundation of God Bandeth ſure, having this Seal, the Lord knoweth them 
that are bis. , You ſee by the foregoing Verſes, that the Occaſion of in- 
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troducing theſe Words, was the Corruption, Errors and Hereſies of ſome 
in the ChriſtianChurch, and the overthrow of the Faith of ſome thereby: 
Two of theſe he Names, viz. Hymeseus and Philetus, under which he 
comforts true Chriſtians, becauſe though the Faith of ſome be overthrown, 
yet the Foundation of G OD ſtandeth ſure, not becauſe the Saints know 
them that are his, but becauſe the Lord knows them, and owns them, and 
will never looſe them among the Crowd of Hypocrites ; therefore as we 
expect to be of that Number, we muſt, having named the Name of Chrif, 
depart from Iniquity, not ſeparate our ſelves from Hypocrites, whom we 
can't know, tho' the Lord knows them, but depart from all Sin. But in 
a great Houſe, ſays the Apoſtle, ver. 20. There are not enly Veſſels of Gold 
and Silver, but alſo of Wood and of Earth, and ſome to honcuy and ſome to 
diſbancur. This he plainly ſpeaks of the Church of Chriſt, which is a great 
Houſe, a well-furniſhed Houſe, ſome of its Furniture is of great Valne, 
as the Plate in an Houle, others offſmall Value and put to mean Uſes, as 
Veſſels of Wood and Earth, they are Veſſels of diſhonour ; there are 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver that are ſanctified and meet for the Maſters uſe, 
ſome are a diſhonour to Chriſt by their corrupt Opinions and evil Lives, 
others an honour to him by their Profeſſion, and by an holy and exem- 
plary Converſation : The Apoſtle ſays, if a Man therefore ſhall purge bim- 
ſelf frem theſe, be ſhall be à Veſſet unto honour, &c. Now from what theſe 
is he to purge himſelf? Certainly not from Hypocrites, the earthen and 
wooden Veſſels in the Church; for then theſe would not be in the great 
Houſe, which the Apoſtle ſays, are ſo, but from their Sins, Hypocriſy 
and Corruptions, which render them Veſſels unto diſhonour. There are 
maay other Texts which might be urged, & plainly ſhew that it is theWill 


of Chriſt, that all thofe who make an outward credible Proſeſſion of Chriſti. 


anity, ſhould be admitted into his Church, and though unconverted be 
there among the Wheat the honourable Veſſels, ſo long as he has a Church 
in the World, that they may be under proper Ordinances for their Con- 
verſion and for the Trial of his People, and their uſefulneſs to them; 
and that thoſe who are not Converted may te left utterly inexcuſable ; and 
for what Uſes and Ends he deſigns them for: And it is only thoſe hi 
Church go to ſhut out and caſt ont, whoſe Lives, whoſe avowed Principles 
and open Practices are contrary to the known DoRtines of the Goſpel, 
and from theſe the Church is to keep it ſelf pure by its Cenſures and the 
due Adminiſtration of Diſcipline and the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and there 
is not a Text in the Bible that direQs the Church to any other Way of 
Keeping itſelf pure, as to its viſible and external State. 


Ob jest. 
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Object. It is notwithſtanding objected, That the Saints by having 
Communion with Hypocrites are polluted; that they have Communion 
with the World and are conformed to the World and the Ways of the 
World, and are joined with [dolaters, for theſe are ſpiritual Idolater:, 
all which many Texts of Scripture ferbid. 

This is an Objection, and, as tis call'd, an Argument, which ſerves 
many other Purpoſes as well as this which it is here brought for. — 
Sometimes it -proves that this and that Man is a carnal Man, becauſe 
he holds Communion with carnal Men, — Sometimes it proves that 
a Miniſter don't preach Chriſt becauſe ſome carnal Men or Hypocrites 
like his Preaching. —— Sometimes it proves that thoſe Miniſters who 
have been zealous and diligent in their Lord's Work are-become dead, 
and have loſt the Spirit of Chriſt becauſe they can hold Communion with 
other Men, or Miniſters, who either really have not been Friends to the 
Work of GOD or at leaſt have been thought unfriendly to it. 

To this it might be enough to ſay, That a thouſand Objections are of 
no Weight againſt that which is once prov'd to be true, a3 has been the 
Principle we have advanced, in Oppoſition to that of ſeparating the Con- 
verted from the Unconverted. —— But to let nothing paſs, 

| We anſwer to this Objection, 

Arſw, That Communion which the Saints hold with Hypocrites is only 
in the Truth and Ordinances of the Goſpel, not in their Hypocriſy and 


 Wickednef. The general Terms of the Covenant and Incorporation of 
all viſible Chriſtians, are Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance for Sin, and 


Engagement to Holineſs ; or a Belief of, and Obedience to the true 
Doctrines of the Goſpel : And whether every One that makes a Profeſſion 
of that Faith in Chriſt and the Goſpel Truth and Doctrine, does it in 
a fincere and ſaying Manner, is not the Thing neceflary to be determined 
in order to our Incorporation and vifible Union; but whether what he 
profeſſes he believes is the Truth, and really the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and all that the Goſpel requires as ab:olurely neceſſary unto Salvation ; 
and whether Men's known and open Practice does not bely that Profeſſion, 
and ſo deny that Truth. It is upon theſe Terms that Chriſtians hold 


Communion together and are incorporated into the viſible . Kingdom of 


Chriſt. Therefore neither your ſaving Faith, nor another Ferſons Hy po- 
criſy are the Bond of your Union, but your common profeſſed united Con- 
fent to the rea! T'-uth of the Guipel, Your Communion therefore is 


neither with he Wan'e Faith, or wien bis Hypocriſy, but a common 


Covſenr and Cemmy 110.1 en, end with he Truth which you both profeſs, 
38 it in Jeſus, Ut pnother Man is ſecretly « Liar, or an Idolater, you 


fave ab Commuizior. with his Lies nor Idelatry, nor with him as a Liar 
3 | or 
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or an Idolater, unleſs he openly abets them by appearing to practiſe them 
and refuſing to repent of them, by which he denies that Truth which 
in Words he conſented to; but your Communion is with, and 
in that Truth, which he profeſſes to believe, although he ſecretly lies in 
that Profeſſion : The Ground of your Union is the Doctrine of Truth 
and Godlineſs, which you do unitedly and with common Conſent 
profeſs. So when you partake of Goſpel-Ordinances with an Hypocrite, 
you don't thereby hold Communion with his Hypocriſy, but with him who 
is really an Hypzcrite, in the inſtituted Worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
inſtituted Means of promoting your common Salvation. Suppoſing three 
Saints ſhould meet together, one of the Church of England, one a Presby- 
terian, and one anAnabap:iſt, (and to make theCaſe parrallel, not knowing 
each others particular Opinion in the Points wherein they differ, but agree 
ing in the Fundamentals of Religion ) and hold Communion together at 
the Lord's-Supper, would it thence follow that they were all Epiſcopalians, 
or Presbyterians, or Baptiſts, or that they hold Communion with one 
another in the Points of their Difference? By no means, for then the 
Difference would ceaſe, and they would be the ſame ; but as they all agree 
in the common eſſential Truths of the Goſpel, founded in Chriſt, they hold 
Communion in the Truths and Ordinances of Salvation, but in other 
Things they have no Communion, nor pretend to have any. — Can you 
ſuppoſe that when our Lord and the eleven Diſciples held Communion 
with Judas in the Paſſover and in the Supper, that they held Communion 
with him in his Hypocriſy and Treachery ? No, they held Communion 
in and with the Truth which Fzdas profeſs'd, and with him only as a Pro- 
fe ſſor of that Truth.— If a Chriſtian holds Communion with an Idolater or 
Fornicator, by his Words or outward Actions, declaring himſelf to be in 
that State, and conſenting to thoſe Sins, then he hasCommunion with him 
in his Sins, becauſe he conſents to Fornicaticn and Idolatry, as if it was 
allowed by Chriſt and the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as the other's open 
Practice declares ; and ſo he holds Communion in a Lie and denies the 
Truth : But when a Man's open Profeſſion is the Truth of the Goſpel, 
and the Sins of his Heart are not diſcovered and detected by the Evidence 
which GOD's Word makes the Rule of trying and judging of all outward 
Actions, if he is a ſecret Hypocrite, or Idolater, or Fornicator, a Chriſtian's 
Communion with him in Ordinances is no Communion with kim as ſuch a 
Man, but with the Truth profeſſed and declared by him. 

And this is a full Confutation of all thoſe vain Pretences, for which this 
Odjection is uſed : As an Argument, it ſhews the Weakneſs and Folly of 
ſuch Concluſions, that ſuch or ſuch a Miniſter is no Chriſtian, or don't 
preach CHRIST, becauſe carnal Men like him. We would fain know it 
it was a Proof that our bleſſed Saviour was a'carnal Man, or that he was 
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not a divine Teacher, becauſe the Mul:itude, to whom he preached his 
heavenly Doctrine on the Mount, were afeniſbed at bis Dec ine, and as 
the Paſſoege imports, were fill'd with Ac mitation at the Power and Autho- 
rity with which he taught, Matt b. 7. 18, 29. Or, whether it prove 
that Chriſt was not eat of GOD, nor wrovght his Nlirectes by a divine 
Power, becauſe the carnal Mob were beyond Meeſure aſton ſhed at them, 
faying, He bath dete all Things well, Mark 7. 370 Or, did it prove 
that Chriſt was not the Meſſiah, that they ſad, wi/l Chr'f when be c: meth 
do more Miracles than theſe which this Man dceth ? and werily this is the 
Propbet ? Or, becauſe the Officers, whom the Prieſts ſent to apprehend 


Chriſt, tod them, Newer Man /pake like him, Jah. 7. 49, 46. And 


yet it does not appear there was a Sou of them converted. 

Natural Men have not only a kind of natural Love 0 many Truths in 
the Bible, but Multitudes of them have a Con viction in their own Con- 
ſciencee, of the probability of the great all concerning Truths of divine 
Revelation, they dare not but approve. of them, and affent to them as 
true and good; and theſe Men for theſe Reaſons, and others not ſo good 


as theſe, will approve and applaud the true and faithful Preaching of the 


Goſpel, though they have no Experience of its divine Power in their own 


Szuls : There are many who approve of the Oratory, Add eſs and Fer vour 


of the Preacher, and highly commend him, who have no ſpiritual Reliſh 

of the Truths he delivess. 
But conſider further, we are hound to agree with all Men, fo far as they 
agree with the, Truth. I: is not like that true Chriſtians will ever be 
exactly of a Mind in all Things, ſo long as they live in this World; but 
the Apoſtle's Rule is Unity in the Eflentiale, wherein they muſt be agreed, 
ia the reſt Forbearance and Charity, Phi/. 3 15, 16. And though carnal 
Men han't the practical Knowledge of, and conſeat to, the great divine 
Truths of the Goſpel, yet many of them conſent to the great Truths of it 
in Speculation and outward ſolemn Profeſſion. Now muſt a Chriſtian, or a 
godly Miniſter ſeparate from, or d.ffer with a carnal Man, in thoſe Truths 
which he dees hold, becauſe they are own'd by an ungodly Man? What 
kind of Evidence is it, that a Man is carnal, or is become dead and lifeleſs 
becauſe he agrees with a carnal Man ia the ſame 'I'ruths ; does it follow 
therefore that he agrees with him in Falſhood and Hypocriſy ? Or, is it 
neceſſary to keep up the Character of a true Chriſtian, or a faithful Mini- 
ſter, that he ſhould quarrel with all unconvertedMen, and ſo render him- 
ſelf utterly oncapable of ever doing them any good ? The Apoſtle Paul 
did not purchaſe the Character of a Saint at this rate. Such a Way of 
Arguing will as well prove that the Bible is not of divine Inſpiration, for 
the Papiſts and all Hereticks hold it to be ſo; aud for the fame Reaſon 
We muſt not unite with an Arminizn, nor pleaſe him ſo much as to preach 
the 
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the Neceſſity of Chriſt's Satisfaction, becanſe he denies the Doctrine of 
GOD's Decrees. We may differ from no Man in the World, but where; 
in he differs from the Truth ; and we muſt agree and harmonize with him 


in every T hi-g wherein he hold: and practiſes the Truth, let his ſecret 
Views and Ends in it be what they will. 


2. Ano her of thofe falſe Principles, which ſcme 2mong us have imbib'd, 
i* a-kin in its Nature 2nd Uſe to the forezoing, vis That the Saints cer- 
tainly kno one another, and know who are Chriſt's true Miniſters, by 
their own inward Fee'ings, or a Communion between them in theARings 
of their on Minds, or by an Union of Scu!s, or by GOD in them, , as 
ſome expreſs it, by ſeeling their Love go out to them. This they pretend 


to found on ſeveral Texts, which we ſhall conſider; one of them is, 1 Jol. 


3 14 We kncw that we have paſſ:d from Death ta Life, b:cauſe we love 
the Bretbren Now ſay they, it muſt be xnown who the Brethren are, 
or elſe this can be no Evidence that we have paſſed from Death to Life : 
B:fides, i: is the Love in vs that is the Evidence, and that Love being the 
Work of the Spirit, when it is terminated on a pirt calar Perſon, is an 
Evidence that that Perfon is a Brother, or Child of GOD, or elſe th: 
Spirit would give us a falſe Teſtimony when he excites this Love in us, 
So that here is a double Evidence, the Feeling of this Love isan Evidence 
of itſelf, that it is divine, that now I act graciouſly, and am a Child of 
GOD my ſelf ; and therefore it is an Evidence, that the Perſon I] love 
muſt be a Child of GOD too, for otherwiſe I could not ſeel this Love to 
him. 

This is indeed miſerable Logick, and as bad Divinity ; here is a double 
Sophiſm in the Argument, and bach of them depend on begging the 
Thing in Queſtion. 

We ſhall, in anſwer to thi: mighty Argument, endeavour to reſcne the 
Words from this falſe Interpretation, and give you the true Meaning of 


them, which we will prove that not the Devil, but the Holy Ghoſt bim- 


ſelf teacheth. It is plain the Apoſtle here is giving us a Sign or Evidence 
of our own Intereſt in Chriſt, and not of another Man's, and lays down 
this a Mark, that we ourſelves are Believers, becauſe we love the Brethren ; 
for he immediately ſabjoins the black Note or Mark of the contrary State, 


i. e of a Man's continuing in a State of Death, vis. He that loveth act bis 


Brother abideth in Death, ver. 5. Mboſeever bateth his Brother is a Mur- 


derer, and ye know that no Murderer hath eternal Life 'abiding in bim · 


Now this is ſer in Oppoſition to the foregoing Evidence of our good Eſtate. 
Tf the Apoſtle had thought cf giving us a Rule to know our Brother's State 
dy and not our own only, the Anthefis would have been a Rule alſo to 
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determine the State of him who is not our Brother, and ſo he would 
doubtleſs have told us agreably to theſe Men's Divinity, that if we are 
Chriſtians, and find in ourſelves an hatred of, at leaſt no true Love to our 
Brother, then he is à carnal Man and in a State of Death; but far from 
this, he tay*, if we don't love him, that we are the Murderers, and in a 
State of Death ourſelves : So that its evident, that if welove him, 'tis only 
an Evidence that we ourſelves have paſſed from Death to Life, and not 
that he has. But then the Argument of theſe Men ſays, we cannot love 
him in the Apoſtle's Senſe it he be not our Brother, and if we love him 
who is not our Brother, it can be no Evidence to ue, and the Holy Spirit 


| will not excite ſuch a Love in us to him. The Vanity of this will appear 


by conſidering the plain Ground of this Mark or Evidence that the Apoſtle 
Here gives us, and it is meerly and only this, becauſe we love the Image of 
God in our Brother. The Love of GOD is a grzcious Act of the Soul, and 
a certain Fruit and Evidence of GOD's Image in us : One Way therefore 
by which we are to know that we do love GOD himſelf, is by knowing that 
we love his Image in our Brother; and the Apoſtle would have us bring 
our Pretence of the Love of GOD to this Teſt, viz. The Love of the 
Brethren, for if it will not bear this Trial, tis certain it is not of the right 
Kind, as his was, for he tells us, Chap 3. ver. 20. Fa Man ſay J love 


God, and bateth his Brother, be is a Liar, for he that l:veth not his Brother 


whim be hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not ſeen ? So that 
it is plain the whole Evidence which ariſes from this Love, is, That it is 
GO D's Image in our Brother which is the Object of this Love, and the 
Motive of it too. 'Vhis is further evident from the Oppoſition he puts of 
hating our Brother, as an Evidence that we are in a State of Death, becauſe 
we are Murderers, and no Murderer bath eternal Life abiding in bim, for 
the Reaſon which GOD afligns for the certain Death and Puuiſhment of 
a-Murderer is this, for in the Image cf God made he Man. Gen. g. 6. and 
no other Ground or Reaſon but the Love of GOD's Image in our Brother 
is any Mark given here, or Evidence at all, that we ourſelves are paſſed 
from Death to Life : The Love of G OD's [mage in our Brother, is the 
ſole Evidence produced here by the Apoſtle. Now we are to love our 


Brother juſt ſo far as any Part of the Image of GOD appears to us, to be 


in him; and therefore it is no ways neceſſary to give Evidence of our 
having paſſed from Death to Life, that the real ſpiritual Image of GOD 
do inhere in our Brother as the Subject of it, but that what we apprehend 
to be GOD's Image be itſelf really ſo, and as ſuch is the Object of our 
Love ; but whether it really inheres in our Brother or no, does not a whit 


alter the Caſe, as to the Apoſtle's Purpoſe : The Evidence to us is the 


fame, if what we apprehend to be in him be really a Part of GOD's Image, 
| | | and 
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and we therefore love it; and if we have never ſo ſtrong a Love to one 
that really is a Saint, but what we love in him is not the Image of GOD, 
and therefore the Object of our Love, it is not the leaſt Evidence that 
either he or we are Saints So that the ſtrongeſt Love that ever any Saint 
had to another Perſon, is no Evidence at all that the other Perſon is a 
Child of GOD; for his Love is only of that which really is GOD'sImage, and 
which he ſuppoſes to be in the other Perſon, for the fake of which he loves 
him ; but the Evidence of his own Sincerity arifing from hence, is the 
ſame, whether that Perſon is a Child of GOD, or no ; and the Spirit of 
GOD excites that Love to the Image of GOD itſelf, and the Soul's Com- 
munion is with the Truth itſelf, and the Image of GOD, which is the 
entire Foundation of Evidence the Apoſtle here gives, 

Another Text made uſe of to prove this is, 1 Cor. 2. 15. But be that is 
ſpiritual judgeth all Things, yet be himſelf is judged of no Man. This is 
improved as an Argument, that godly People are able to judge the State 
of another Perſon, though others know nothing about them; as if the 
ſanctifying Grace of the Spirit gave Men Ability to judge, and Power to 
determine of the ſpiritual State of all others, and accordingly in their out- 
ward Actions, to treat them, confrary to an hundred other Texts of 
Scripture. It is to be lamented that Men have no more Underſtanding ; 
but it is more lamentable when they will obſtinately perſiſt in their Mit- 
takes and abound in their own Senſe ; but it is GOD alone who can open 
Men's Eyes, though He calls us to ſet Truth before them. 

If by ſpiritual Men here is to be underſtood every converted Man, ſo 
that every ſuch Man is able to judge who is Converted, the Text then 
proves a great deal more, for the Words ſay, be Judgeth all bings, which 
as truly imports that he has an Underſtanding of all DoQtrines, and the 
Nature of all Things in Heaven and Earth, as that he has a true Under- 
ſtanding of the inward State of all other Men, or even all that be ſees and 
converſes with : It is very hard to tell what there is in the Text to deter- 
mine the Words a/l Things to the ſpiritual State of other Men, for this is 
but one Thing, and fo infinitely ſhort of all Things;  befides, the next 
Part of the Verſe contradicts this Senſe of the former, yet be himſelf is 
Judged of noMan. Now if every converted Man has this Ability to judge of 
all other Men, how then can it be ſaid of this ſpiritual Man that be bim- 
ſelf is judged of no Man, fince every other converted Man is as able to 
determine his State, If it be ſaid, that it means he is judged of no natural 
Man: This will hardly do, unleſs a Man has a great Mind to believe it, 
fince if a converted Man is a Man as well as a natural Man, then he is in. 
cluded, which make ſome rather think by ſpiritual Man is not meant 


every converted Man, but inſpired Men; but be it ſo, theſe // Things here 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken of, are no ſuch Things as the ſp'ritual State of other Men ; and 


It this you will eafily ſee if you look through the Chapter, and into the 
3 precteding Chapter, and do as the Apoſt.e tells vs they did, verſe 13 
* Cempare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual. In the firſt Chapte- the A poſtie 
1 gives us a general Account, how admirably the Goſpel was fitted to bring 


Glory to GOD, and beat down the Pride and Vanity of Man, with wh ch 
Account he proceeds in this Chapter, and puts the Corinthians in Mind of | 
the plain Manner wherein he had delivered the Doctrine of the Goſpel to 
* them; but ye: ſrom the 6th Verſe, he lets them know he bed communi- 
| | cated to them ſuch a Treaſure, a- is of the higheſt Value and Wiſdom, 
1 and exceeded all the Attainmer.ts of all the learned Men in the World 1 
and could never have entered into the Heart of Man, if GOD had not 
revealed it, nor will it ever be received and improved to Salvati- 
on, but by the Light and Influence of that Spirit who revealed it. That 
| he is alway ſpeaking of the Revelation of the Goſpel plainly appears, ver, 
5 12, Ig. New we hade received net the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit 
4 which is of Ged, that we might know the Things which are freely given te 
us of God, which Things alſo we ſpeak,not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom - 
teac beth, but which the Holy Gheft teacheth, romparing ſpiritua] Things 
with ſpirituel, Now what is this but this plain Declaration, that the | 
; Apoſtle's plainly declared that Revelation 'which the Holy Ghoſt made 
E >. known to them, and in the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, and proved it by 
1 comparing ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, i. e. one Part of the Revelation 
with another, the Diſcoveries of the New-Teſtament with the Types and 
Prophefies of the Old; which is the Way of the Apoſtle Pau} in his E- 
piſtles continually, eſpecially in thoſe to the Romans and the Hebrews, 
Hereupon the Apoſtle ſays, Verſe 14. The natural Man receiveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of GOD, for they be PFooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can be keow them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. Now the Things 
of 'GOD are certainly the Things he had before been diſcourſing of, vig 
The Doctrine and Revelation of GOD made in the Goſpel. Theſe are 
Fooliſhneſs unto him in the State of Unregeneracy and carnal Security 
he has not an experimental and practical underſtanding of them; but he 
looks on them as trifling impertinent Things and treats them as not worth 
his minding: Revelation is not with him a Principle of Science; he re- 
liſhes only natural Things. Theſe Things of GOD therefore which a 
natural Man does not underſtand, but acconnts Fooliſhneſs, are not the 
States of other Men but the divine Truth, and Excellency of divine Re- 
velation. Bur, ſays the Apoſtle, the ſpiritual Man fudgeth all T hings ; yet 
de \Bimſelf is judged of no Man. Now this plainly determines, what the 


ell Things are. Not the ſpiritual State of other Men; not the ſecret 
Things 
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Things of G O D which are known only to the Spirit of GOD : But both 
theſe Sorts of Things, both ſpiritual and natural Things. His divine 
Knowiledge whether by SanRification or Inſpiration hinders not, nor de- 
prives him of his Capacity of judging about natural Things, or of human 
Art and Science, And moreover, It enables him to judge of divine 
Things which GOD has revealed in his Word. He ſees divine Wiſdom, 
and experiences divine Power in the Goſpel-Revelations and Myſteries 
which the carnal and unſanctified Mind looks upon Weakneſs and Folly, 
Tte fant fied Mind diſcerns the real Beauties of Holineſs ; but by the 
Refinement of his Faculties he does not loſe his Power of judging about 
common and natural Thinge, He can judge both of the Deductions of 
Reaſon and of the Diſcoveries of Revelation; but he bimſelf as a [piritue} 
Man is judged of na Man, for GOD's Saints are bis hidden ones, Pſal. 83 3. 
and their Life is bid with Chrift in God, Col. 3. 3. The Apoſtle adds in 
the laſt Verſe, fer who hath known the Mind of the Lord, that be may in- 
frruf him. Beſure no Man can inſtrut GOD : Neither can he inſtruct 
the ſpiritual Man in any ſpiritual Thing which G O,D hath not revealed, 
or make known any Thing to him as from GOD, but what SOD hath 
revealed by the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit: But adds the Apoſtle, e 
have the Mind of Chrift, who is GOD, and ſo we are impowered by GOD 
to make known his Mind to you in the Goſpel-Revelation, which the 
ſpiritual Man will ditcern to be divinely true and excellent. The whole 
Courſe of the Chapter does plainly ſhew that this is the natural and genuine 
Meaning of the P:iT.ge, which has been ſo miſerably perverted and abuſed 
to ſupport a monſtrau: Principle and unwarrantable Præctice.— There are 
diverſe other Texts which have been in like manner abuſed and perverted 
co maintain ſuch groundleſs Notions, but theſe are the principal that we 
know of that ſeem to have any look that Way, tho in reality they have none 
at all. There is no ſuch Power or Ability communicated to the Saints by the 
higheſt Attainments of ſanctifying Grace, to diſcern with any certain 
Knowledge, the State of any other Perſon in the World. G0 D has 
made no ſuch Promiſe to them, nor given them any ſuch Intimation in 
his Word. They are to know them by the Fruits of their Converſation, - 
and viſible Life, Mateb. 7. 20, 21. We freely grant, that a Man who 
has himſelf ha! Experience of a Work of divine Grace upon his Heart 
may make a probable Judgment of the Work of Grace in the Heart of 
another Man, by hearing him relate his Experiences, and the more Ex- 
perience he has had himſelf, the better Judgment he may make of another 
Man's Account (if he tells him true) and he may be better able to judge 
whether he ſpeaks ſincerely, and has felt what he ſays; and the longer 


be 


32 A LETTER, &c. 


be more and more confirm'd, or have more Reaſon to doubt of his State. 
And this Knowledge is enough for all the Purpoſes of our Chriſtian Car- 
riage towards other Men; ſufficient, with G O D's Word, to direct us in 
all the Duties of our Relations to them, and as much as GOD intends his 
Saints ſhall ordinarily attain to in this World ; and whoſoever pretends to 
any other Kind /of Certainty in this Matter, does but the more proclaim 
his own Pride and Ignorance of divine Things, and the Truths of GOD's 
W ord. 


3. Another of theſe falſe and evil Principles which ſome have drank 
in, and otkers are ſhaken with, is, That no other Call is neceſſary to a 
Perſon's undertaking to preach the Goſpel, but his being a true Chriſtian, 
and having an inward Motion of the Spirit, or a Perſwaſion in his own 
Mind, that it is the Will of GOD he ſhould Preach and perform other 
miniſterial Acts: The neceſſary Conſequence of which is, that there is no 
ſtanding inſtituted Miniſtry, or Order of Men, peculiarly appointed to that 
Work in the Chriſtian Church, known and diſtinguiſhed from all others 
by the viſible Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom. 

From thisFalſhood chiefly have ſprung up ſo many Preachers and Ex- 
Horters who are unconvincible, and will hear no Reaſon nor Aguments 
againſt their PraQtice ; but, in conſequence of their Opinion, are endea- 
vouring to overthrow the ſtanding Miniſtry of the Country, — Howſo- 
ever Men have differed as to the Order and Manner of Perſons Intro- 
duction into the Miniſtry, yet the Saints and vifible Church in all Ages, 
ſince the Times of the Apoſtles,have own'd and adhered to this Inſtitution ; 
and the Thing has never been conteſted but by a few SeRaries, and fick- 
brain'd Enthuſiaſts here and there; againſt whom it has been proved by 
Arguments unanſwerable. But fince you have not theſe Books in your 
Hands, we ſhall briefly ſet before you afew Arguments, which when 
you can fairly Anſwer you may deſpiſe the inſtituted Miniſtry, which we 
believe Jeſus Chriſt has ſet up. 

r. It appears, That there is an Order of Men ſpecially called, defi gned 
and ſeparated to this Work by the Commiſfion which Chriſt gave his 
Apoſtles, and the Promiſe annex'd thereto. This we have Matth. 2 8. 19,20. 

When he had told them Verſe 18. All Power is given unto me in Heaven 

and Earth; he ſays, Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 
tbem in the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Gheft ; 

teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever 1 bave commanded you 
and lo I am with you always unto the End of the World. Amen. Here is 

2 Commitfion given in the ſame Breath, and to the ſame Perſons, for the 
Diſpenſation of the Word and Sacraments, The fame who are to teach 

R the 


EwS WOO „e 


© 
mw _w 


Ry > ® I 


— 


2 N > 


A--LETTHERE, We. 33 


the Nations, and as Mark rehearſes it, Mark 16. 15, 16. to propound the 
Terms of Salvation to them, upon the Encouragement of Salvation and 
the Peril of Damnation on their Rejection, are to bap ze them, and teach 


them to obſerve all Things that Chriſt has commanded, which certainly 


includes the Adminiſtration of the other Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper ; 
and in doing and executing this Commiſſion, Chriſt promiſes to be with 
them always, to the End of the World; which he ratifies with the ſolemn 
Afeveration of the Word, Amen. Now if this Promiſe is not to laſt in its 
Efficacy till Chriſt's coming to the laſt Judgment, at the End of the 
World, it muſt be an equivocal and ambigious Spe: ch, which can be no 
Ways underſtood from the Promiſe or Commiſion, and fo there is nothing 
intelligible in it; and therefore till that Time the Apoſtles were to execute 
this Commiſſion : This we know they did not in their own Perſons, for 
they died in a few Years ; and therefore the Promiſe is made and the 
Commiſſion given to their Sueceſſors in all Ages. Which therefore ſettles 
a Function of the Miniſtry in all Ages till Chriſt comes to judge the 
World, and till there remains not a Man to be taught nor receive the 
Sacraments in the World. 

2. It appears from the Care which the Apoſtles took for a Succeſſion of 
Miniſters in all Churches they planted, and among all People that were 
converted to the Chriſtizn Faith. St. Paul gives Charge to Titus, Tit. 1. 5. 
To ordain Elders in every City; and we find theAp3oſties, Paul and Barna- 
bas, wherever they went, ordained Elders in every Church, recommend- 
ing them o GOD with Prayer andFa%ing. And the Writings of the New- 
Teſtament informs us, that tettled Paſtors were cc nitvted and eſtabliſhed 
in the Churches of Chriſtians, as in Philippi, Phil. 2. 25. in Coles, Cel. 4. 
17. in Epheſus, for their E ders met the Apoſtles at M/etus, A#s 20. 17, 
and St. Fcbn wrote ſeveral Epiſtles in the Revelation to the Angels of the 
ſeveral Churches in the leſſer a, which were to ſurvive him, and were 
the Miniſters of theſe Churches. Now, it this Order of Men were not in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, either the Apoſtles did not underſtand the Mind of 
Chriſt, or elie they ated in wilful Oppoſyion to it, and ſet up of their own 
Heads: And we mult leave it to you to chooſe which of theſe Conſequenecs 
you think beſt, 

3. It appears from the ſolemn Charge given by the Holy Ghoſt fcr 
2 ſpecial Reſpect and Eſteem to be given to ſuch an Order of Men , above 

thers in the Chriſtian Church. 1 Theſſ 5. 12, 13. We beſeech ycu, Bre- 
bye to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lerd, 
ad admoniſh you, and to efteem them very bigbiy in Love for their Merk 
ſake. Phil 2. 29. and Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the rule over 


you, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your $quls, as they that muſt 
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give an Account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief, for that 
is unprofitable for you. To ſuppoſe that theſe ſolemn Charges andCautions 
given totheBody of theChriſtian-Church mean,that they ſhould treat every 
godly Man among them with ſuch peculiar Reſpect & Eſteem above othere, 
becauſe every one of them ruleth over the reft, and had the Watch and Care 
of their Souls committed to them, and muſt give an Account of that Charge 
tochriſt: This is to faſten the molt ſolema Nonſenſe, Inconſiſteney and Self- 
contradiction upon the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, and to ſuppoſe any 

Thing a Man has a Mind to becauſe he will ſuppoſe it. 

4. It appears by the expreſs Ordinance and Appointment of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for theMaintenance and Subfiſtence of ſuch an Order of Men. 
This is evident from diverſe Paſſages of Scripture ; but becauſe we would 
not be burdenſame to you we will only mention, 1 Cor. 6. 13, 14. Do ye 
at know that they which min'fer about boly Things, live of the Things of the 
Temple ? and they which wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar? 
Even ſo bath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, Here theſe Things are moſt plainly aſſerted, 

1. That there was a particular Order of Men in the Time of the Law, 
ſeparated by GOD for the miniſterial Work, and eſpecially appointed for 
that Buſineſ:, 

2. That there is a proportionable Ordinance of Chriſt of ſelect Men 
ia Goſpel-Time3 for that Buſineſs. 

3. That GOD has appointed Maintenance for one as well as the other in 
their Times and Succefſions ; and tho' this Order of Men may, if they be 
able, give up this Right.of Maintenance, as the Apoſtle Paul ſometimes 
did, yet it certainly proves that there is an Order of Men who have a 
divine Right to it, vig. All who according to the Will of Chriſt preach 
the Goſpel; and to ſuppoſe that every true Chriſtian, and everyMan who 
thinks he is moved by an inward Call to preach the Goſpel, hasa Right to 
claim Maintenance from all other Chriſtians to whom he performs, on ac- 
count of tkis Inſtitution of Chriſt, is the ſame Thing in Effect as to ſay, 
that every Chriſtian is bound by thisLaw to maintain every otkerChriſtian ; 
and ſo to ſet up ſuch an Ordinance of Chriſt as deſtroys itſelf. 

5. It appears by the Direction given in Scripture about their Tryal, or 
the Examination and Proof of their Qualifications, and theManner of their 
Introduction into the Office of the Miniſtry. There are many Directions 
giren about the Qualifications of ſuch as are to be Miniſters and Teachers 
in the Church, which certainly don't agree to all Chriſtians, and there- 
fore prove that every godly Man has not a Right to be a Teacher in the 
Church, 1 Tim. 3. 2, 3, 4, 6. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs,— vigilant, ſober, 
ef good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to Teach, nt a Novice 4 : nd 
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Chap. 4 13. Till I come, give attendance to Reading, to Exbertation, to 
Dectrine; and theſe are among thoſe Things in the 13th Verſe, he bids 
him meditate on and give bimſelf wholly to, that his profiting may appear 
to all. 2 lim. 2. 15. Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved unto God, à Workman 
that needetb not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. Tit 1. f. 
And ordam Elders in every City, as I had appointed thee ; for a Biſhop 
mut be blameleſs, — a lever of Heſpitality, a lever of good Men, ſeber, juſt, 
boly, temperate, kolding faft the faithful Ward, as be bath been taught ( cr 
in teaching ) that he may be able by ſound Deckrine, b.th to exbert, and to 
convince the gainſayers. Theie are ſome of the eſſential Qualifications that 
muſt be found in Miniſters, which proves that every Chriſtian may not be 
a Teacher, for every one has not theſe Qualifications, and therefore no 
Man may undertake this Work becauſe he is a Chriſtian : He muſt have 
ſomething elſe befide the ſanctifying Grace that is given to Chriſtians te 


qualify him for it. And theſe Texts alſo prove, that there is an Order of 


Men inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be Teachers in bis Church, and 
in them theſe Qualifications ought to be found, fo far as Men can diſcern, 
before they be conſtituted Teachers in the Church. Now theſe muſt be 
tried and found in them by the Presbytery whe are to ſet them apart; for 
ſeyeral of theſe Texts are Directions to Timothy and Titus as Grounds and 
Directiens of their Judgment of meet Perſons tor the Work of the Mini- 
ſtzy, to which the Apoſtle bids them ordain them. And 'tis the Will of 
Chriſt,that Men ſhould be firſt proved to have theſeQuaiifications in them, 
before the Presbytery may ſet them apart for this Work. The Apoſtle, 
having given 7Timsthy Directions about the Qualifications of Miniſters in 
Jim. 3d to the 8:h Verſe, he then tells him the Qualifications of Deacon: 
and then ſays, ver. 10. And let theſe alſo firft be proved, then let them uſe 
the Office of a Deacon, being found blameleſs, being found to have the Qua- 
ltfications ſet down, then let them be appointed to the Office, otherwiſe 
the Words let theſe alſo be proved could have no Relation to what went 


before concerning Pre-byters or Biſhops, whereas the Diſpoſition of the | 


Words neceſſitate this Conſtruction of them; let theſe be proved and tried 
according to theſe Qualifications, as well as Miniſters. And when he directs 
Timothy about the Ordination of Presbyters, he ſays, 1 Tim. 1. 22. Ley 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man : Which fhews that he muſt ordain no Man bar 
upon good Proof and T'ryal, and finding theſe Qualificationt in him. la 
all we ſce that ſolemn Ordination by the Hands of the Pre bytery is ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute a Man a Presbyter or Teacher in the Church ; and 
this is in all Places in the Goſpel ſpoken of as the Way of their intreduct ion, 
unleſ: where Perſons had an extraordinary and miraculous Call, which they 
were not only fatisfy'd in themſelves, but able alſo to citer ſufficicur Proot 
of to all others, E 2 There 
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There are diverſe othe: Arguments and Scriptures fo prove what we 
had to prove ; but theſe are enough till they are anſwered. 

However we will remove an Objection or two, which ſome much rely 
upon; or rather a Miſapplication ef two Texts of Scripture, which ſeem 
moſt to the Purpoſe ſor which they are alledged, and contain the Sum of 
all that can be ſaid, ſo far as we know, in favour of the una yful Practice 
which ſome have ſet up. 

One is in the old Teſtament, wiz. Fer. gr. 3t, 32, 33. 34 This ſhall 
de the Covenant tbat Iwill make with the Houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe Days 
faith the Lerd, IT will put my Law in their inward parts and write it in 
their Hearts, aud will be their God, and they ſhall be myPecple. And they 
fall no m:re teach every Man his Neighbour, and every Man bis Brother, 
feying, Kniy the Lord, for they ſhall knov me, from the leaſt of them even 
unto the greateſt of rhem, ſaith the Lerd ; for I will forgive their IJoiguity 
and remember their Sin no more. Something like Joel 2. 28, 29. From 
this, and ſuch like myſtical Prophecies as this, ſome think they have a 
very ſtrong Argument, that in Goſpel Times, eſpecially in Times of the 
out-pouring of the Spirit of GOD, Chriſtians have no need of miniſterial 
Teaching, but being all taught of the Spirit one has as good a Rizht to be 
a Teacher as another. To this we ſay, 

Anſw. 1. Old Teſtzment Propheſies muſt always be underſtood accor- 
ding to New-Teſtament Interpretations : And if any ſuch Thing as is here 
ſuppoſed, was intended by this Ecripture or the like, Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
quite miſtook the meaning of them; for they have (as you have ſeen above) 
inſtituted an Order of Men to be Teachers and Preachers in the Goſpel- 


Times, in all Ages, with all their Qualifications, and the Manner of their 


Introduction, to continue to the End of the World: And ſuch a Way 
of interpreting ſuch myſtical Propheſies, keeps the Jews and Papiſts in 
Blindneſs, in ſpite of all Evidence and Ground of Conviction. 

Anſw 2. If this, and ſach myſtical Prophefies ſerve for any ſuch Pur- 
poſe as theſe Men alledge them, they rather overthrow all Chriſtian Con- 
ferences and Chrfftiin Communion for mutual Edification, than miniſterial 


Power or Inſtitutibn; which kind of Confe:ences and Chriſtian Diſcourſes | 1 


the Apoſtle Commande, and we are as willing to allow to be the Will of 
Chriſt, as theſe Men defire - But tis certain the Apoſtle never thought of 


theſe Men's Interpretation of the foregoing 3cripture, when he charged the 
Theſſalonians, 1 Epiſtle, Chap. 5. ver. 11. Comfort your ſelves together, and 
edify one another, even as alſo ye do. And in the next Verſe, He beſeech 
you Brethren to know them which labour among yu, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you, and efteem them bigbly in Love for their Works ſake. 
Bat as Mr, Blake ſays, © It's a Wonder how thoſe who are high in — 

| « up 
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« up all for Teachers can with any Face urge this Text; the Letter of it 
being againſt Brother and Brother, Neighbour andNeighbour's, teaching 
done another, and not againſt miniſterial Teaching,” — We would 
wiſh you to hear Caivin's Interpretation, whoſe Words are, In that ſome 
© phantiſtick Spirits take Occafion from hence to aboliſh the Preaching 
of the Word, as though in the Kingdom of Chriſt it were ſuperfluous, 
&« their Madneſs may be eaſily anſwered. The Prophet doth not deny, 
&« thatany ſhould teach another: But theſe are his Words, they thall not 
© teach one another, ſaying, know the Lord, as tho' he ſhould ſay, Such 
« Iznorance ſhou!d not pefic(s the Minds of Men as heretofore, that they 
« ſhould not know who the Lord is —— W hen Chriſtians as long as they 
« live ought to learn, there is none ſo wiſe but need to be taught; ſo that 
« a teachable D (poſition is not the leaſt Part of Wiſdom : And'what our 
« Way to profit is, if we will be Chriſt's Diſciples, Pau} ſheweth in his 
«© Epiſtle to the Epbeſians, Chap. 4. 11. He gave Gifts unto Men, ſome 
« Paſtors and Teachers, WW hence it appears that. nothing Jeſs came into 
« the Prophet's Thoughts, than to ſpoil the Church of ſo great a Be- 
tc nefit.— T hus He. 

Tha: from the New-Teſtament, which moſt colourably is alledged to 
ſupport this Practice, is that, 44, 8. 4 Therefore they tbat were ſcattered 
abroad, went every where preaching theWord. N ow it is agreed from this» 
that private Chriſtians did then preach the Goſpel; for in the iſt Verſe 
we have an Account, that in the great Perſecution that was againſt the 
Church which was at Feruſalem, thy were all ſcattered abroad throughout 
the Regions of Judea and Samaria, except the Apeſtles; and the 4th Verie, 
its ſuppoſed refers to the ll that were ſcaitered abroad, and therefore all 
the Members of the Church preached. 

To this we anſwer, | 

1. That tbe all in the iſt Verſe who were ſcattered abroad, and thoſe 
who being ſcattered went every where] preaching, wereſ the Miniſters, 
Evangeliſts or Officers of the Church of Chriſt, who were at Jeruſalem. 


And this we think plainly appears, 
( iſt.) For that a//, taken in any other Senſe, would comprehend the 


whole Church at Feru/alem, both Men and Women of all Denominations, 
orlat leaſt theGenerality of them, which in itſelf appears utterly improbable; 
both from the Unfitneſs of Multitudes of them to travel abroad, and from 
the Probability that the private Chriſtians were not ſo expoſed to the Rege 
of the Perſecutors, as thoſe that were their Heads, Leaders and Preachers. 
and becauſe the Apoſtles all remain'd there ſtill, probably at leaſt among 
other Things to confirm the Faith of theſe who ſtayed behind 10 this ry- 
ing Time, But what makes it certain that we are not to underſtand cat 


02 7—ꝗ t. 


y 
: 


- - 


Sober unde gs WS or ove 9g; nc, At 


— 


* 


that theſe Perſons wherever they went, told thatJeſusChriſt was the Mefſiah, 
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all the Church or the generality of it was diſperſed, is, that we have an Ac- 
count, in the very next Chapter, that Saul went with Commiſſion from 
the chief Prieſts to Damaſcus to perſecute the Chriſtians there, and was 
converted in his Way; and when he had long preached at Damaſcus, and 
the Jews ſought to Kill him, he went back to Jeruſulem, the fame Perſe- 
eution continuing, ver. 26. and there aſſayed to join himſelf to the Diſciples, 
But they were all afraid of bim, and believed not that be was @Diſcipie, (tor 
they had not then a Spirit of diſcerning) whereupon Barnabas tocł bim and 
Brought bim to the Apoſtles, and declared how be had ſcen the Lord, &c. 
ver. 27. Now the Diſciples in the 26th Verſe were not the Apoſtles in 
the 24th ; bat the Body of the Church, and therefore the Body of the 
Church were riot difperſed by that Perſecution, but the Miniſters and 
Officers of the Church; though its probable enough _ others alſo fled, 
but no ſuch thing is zſſerted in the Text. 

(azdly.) It appears that the al who were ſcattered were the Miniſters 
and Officers in the Church, from the particular Exception made in the 1ſt 
Verſe, vis. T hey were all ſcattered abroad except the Apales. By which 
it is plain, that the Word /i is not here to be taken generally or indefi- 
nitely, as in ſome Places of Scripture it is, and ſo doe not ſignify the Body 


of the Church ; but it is to be taken univerfally to Fgnify every ſingle 


Perſoti to whom it refers: This is determined by the Lim tation of the Ex- 
ception to the Apoſtles above, for tis faid they were” all ſcattered abroad 
except them : Now this could not be true, if all refer'd to any other but 
Miniſters of Officers of the Church; for the Limitation or ſpecial Exception 
of the Apoſtles alone, would make the Aſſertion a Contradiction, if any 
other Diſciples were left, as we have ſhewn there were, and probably the 
Body of the Church. So that thoſe who went preaching every where, 
being ſcattered abroad, ver. 4. and the all who were ſcattered except the 
Apeptles, were only the Miniſters of the Goſpel, or Officers in the 
Church. 

But if it be ſuppoſed, that the 407 boſs ſpoken of, ver. 1. ws were ſcat- 
tered abroad, and went every where preaching the Mord, ver: 4 were the 
Body of the Church, it would prove nothing to the Porpoſe for which 
theſe Perſons would uſe it, as will appear if you confider, 

(r.) That the Greek Word which is here tranſlated Preaching, viz. 
Evangelizomendi, altho' it ſometimes ſignifies the ſame thing with Keruſontes, 
which properly is applied to the Apoſtles and Miniſters, to denote the 
proper Work. of their Office, the preaching or proclaiming as Heralds ; 
yet it does not neceſſarily fignify ſo, but is frequently uſed for the telling of 
good News; and ſo nothing more can certainly be infer'd from it here, but 


told 
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told of the Miracles he had wrought, and of the Doctrine which he and 
his Apoſtles taught and what Succeſs it had, and diſcourſed of him where» 
ever they had Opportunity, and endeavoured in a private Way to con- 
vince all they met with hereof ; which every Chriſtian either Man or Wo- 
man may do, and no doubt ovght to do, as they have Opportunity and 
Advantage in ſuch a Way. 

( 2.) If it intends any other Diſcourſe than this, then it proves that 


Women went up and down preaching the Goſpel, which is not only # - 


Violation of the Law of Nature, but a Tranſgreflion of the Apoſtolical 
Command, 1 Tim. 2. 12. But I ſuffer not a Woman to teach, nor to uſurp 
Authority over the Man, but to be in filence. And 1 Cor. 14 34. Let your 
Women keep ſilence in the Churches, for it is not permitted unto them to 
ſpeak, but they are commanded to be under Obedience, as alſo ſaith the Law. 
- ('3.) If this were fo, the Apoſtles would have thrown down an Inſtitu- 
tion which they themſelves, by Chriſt's Authority, had then and were now 
ſetting up; and whether this is probable let any Man judge. 

From what has been ſaid theſe Things clearly follow, . 

1. That ſanctifying Grace of it ſelf is no ſufficient Call or Warrant for 
any Man's undertaking the Work or Office of the Miniſtry, or pretepding 
to diſcharge any Part of what the Scripture has aſſigned as the Work of 
that Office ; nor has any Man, with no other Warrant than that, any Right 
by the Word of GOD to perform it. To plead his Holineſs and Relation 
to GOD in Covenant for it, is to fay no more than Korab and his Com- 
pany pleaded, Numb. 16. 3. 17 take too much upon you, ſceing all the Con- 


greg ation are holy every ene of them, and the Lord is amang them, wherefore 


then lift you up yourſelves above the Congregation of the Lard. 

2. It follows hence, That a ſtrong Perſweſſon of an inward Call or Ma- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, can't be by itſelf ſofficient to Authorize a. Man to 
undertake this Work. We doubt not but GOD. can ſuperſede his own- 
Inſtitutions when he pleaſes, but he never will allow Men to: ſuperſedgi 
them; neither will he do it himſelf without giving ſufficient Teſtimony: 
to all to whom he ſender, that he does ſo. We have. ſhewn- above that 
GOD has inſtituted the Goſpel-Miniſtry to continue ta the End of the 


World; in his Word determined its Q-alifications,. and the Manner of 


ſeparating Perſons to it; therefore no Perſon, is called to it by the Holy 
Ghoſt, but by and through thoſe Qualifications and Means: which GOD has 
appointed to determine his Call, where thoſeMeans can be had, i. e. where 


the Thing can be done according to the Inſtitution of G O D's Word, 
otberwiſe GOD's own Inſtitution would-be ſet afide by his own Spirit, and 


yet the Law of that Revelation and Inſtitution remain in force; which is a 
molt evident Contradiction. 
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4. Angther Thing advanc'd, which we are now to conſider is, That 
GOD: diſowns the Miniſtry and Churches in this Land, and the Ordinan- 
ces adminiſtred by and in them. 80 far as we know what they mean who 
fay this; it is, That GOD has withdrawn his gracious Preſence from them, 
and does not bleſs the Orditances as they are now adminiſtred among or 
in the Churches to anſwer their ſaving Ends, From whence they infer, 
That Chriſtians ought to withdraw from the preſent Miniſtry and preſent 
Conftitution of theſe Churches, and ſet up anew. 

We freely acknowledge, and deſire to doit with deepeſt Abaſrment 
and Humility of Soul, That our holy and good GOD has been grievouſly 
provok'd by his profeſſing People in this Land: The Goſpel has been 
fearfully {lighted ; the holy Spirit provoked and affronted, and has in a 


great.meaſure, but righteouſly; withdrawn his converting and quickening 


Influences. And may the Lord give us his Miniſters a deep Senſe of our 
Share in this Guilt and Provocation ; and humble us all, and give us Re- 
pentance for thoſe Sins by which he has been provoked to withdraw from 
us ; and awaken all, Miniſters and People, to cry grey y to him till he 
return and fave ww! 2 9549) nniy (5 1a) 14 
| But here let it be conſidered, Pee? + »43119dac «; 
r. That GOD is ſovereign i in the Diſpenſation . his ſpecial and "LY 
Grace: He deals not alike by his Church at all Times, nor in all Places, 
in this Matter. GO D's Law and Command binds Men to his Inſti- 


tutions, tho' He is not bound himſelf, hut according to his free Promiſe, 
| Ordinarily there Is no Salyation out of the Church; yet Multitudes periſh 


in it. GOD! 1 Ordinances will never prove eſſectual to the Salvation of 
Wien; if he give not the Energy and efficacious. working of the holy Spirit 
with them. And at what Times and Seaſons he will povr out this upon 
His' Churches, 'dep:nds not on them, nor on the Frames of his Miniſters, 
but pon his own ſovereign Will and meer Grace. And to conclude, 
becauſe at- preſent there are no remarkable Effect: of the Grace ef GOD 
in theſe particular Churches, that therefore GOD don't own them as true 
Churches, nor the Miniſtry in them as a lawful Miniſtry, is a very weak 
and raſh Conclufion ; And by this the Jewj/ Church had been diſowned 
many Ages before GOD difown'd it : And the A/ Churches even then 
when Chriſt did own them, and all the Chvrches in the World would 
have been unchurched long ago. It is an Evidence that GOD is angry 
at their Miſcarriages, and calls upon them to Repent ; but no Evidence 
that he he has forſaken them ſo as not to own them as true viſible Churches. 


2. GOD does not diſown his Church under the greateſt Decays and 


Deſections till they obſtinately apoſtat ze, renounce the efſential DoQrines 
and 
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and Inſtitutions of his Word, and reſuſe to hearke n to all viſible appointed 
Means of Repentance and Reformation. There were many Times of 
dreadſul Declenſion and Apoſtacy in the Jewiſh Church, for which GOD 
brought many terrible Judgments upon them, and threatens them with 
the greateſt of all Judgments in this World, viz. To blaſt his own Ordi- 


nances, and leave them without his Bleſſing in the Uſe of them, Hef. g. 14 
Side them à miſcarrying Womb, and dry Breaffs. But yet no ſober Perſon 


dare ſay, that GOD did not cwn the Jewiſh Church as hie, and own its 
Ordinances and Conſtitution ; and that it would have been high Preſump- 
tion and Contempt of GOD in the pious People among them, to have ſe- 
parated and renounced Communion in the Ordinances of it, till GOD 
pronounced them, Leammi, and ſaid ye are not my People, end I will not 
he your God. The Aan Churches in the Revelation were very corrupt 
and degenerate, and GOD threatned to remove the Candleſticc and 
deſtroy them, except they repented ; but they were {till own'd as hi, 
Churches, till they utterly and obſtinately rejected all the Means of Refor- 


mation he uſed with them, and GOD withdrew his Ordinances and Inſti- 


tutions from them, or they were deſtroyed by his Providence; till then 
GOD dealt with them in a covenant Way, and therefore own'd them as 


bis Church and covenant Pesple. But, 


3. The Charge againſt theſe Churches, even in the Terms and lntend- 
ment of it, is in Fact falſe. GOD has graciouſly and mercifully own'd' 


theſe Churches, and che Miniſtry and Ordinances in them: There are at 


this Day great Numbers in ſeveral of our Churches, and more or leſs in 
them all ( adored be ſovereign Grace for it ) who, according to the beſt 
Jodgment Men can make by the Rules of SOD's Word, are truly 
godly and regerera:e Souls, who have received Edification, and do 
trom time to time, receive Edification, Quickning and Comfort from the 
Holy Spirit, throvgh the Means of the Word and Ordinances adminiſtred 
in theſe Churches : Yea, we can ſeveral of ns teſtify, That it has pleaſed 
GOD within theſe few Years paſt, to awaken, convince, and as far as we 


can judge, to convert diverſe Scores, in our reſpective Congregations ; and 


ſo far as we can find by the moſt careful Examination, it has been wholly 
by and through the Means of the inſtituted Miniſtry and Ordinances of 
Chriſt in his Church, that all theſe Inſtances of Grace have been mani. 
feſted : We would be far from ſpeaking it to arrogate the leaſt Praiſe to 
our ſelves, we are moſt unworthy to be honoured to be the meaneſt of 
the Servants of Chriſt ; but we cannot but ſpeak the Things which we 


have ſeen and known, to the Glory of the Name of GOD, and the Honour 


of his Inſtitations ; and we mult teſtify, That they are falſe Witneſſes 


azainſt Chriſt who deny it: And if there be any. of us whoſe Miniſtry is 
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not ſo edifying as were to be wiſhed, or who diſpenſe not the Word as ye 
we ought, the Lord humble us and help us by his Grace; and you ought C 
to uſe the Means which Chriſt has appointed for our Conviction and ye 
Amendment or Rejection; but upon this Account you are above all People to 
in the World the moſt inexcuſable, in rejecting the ſtanding inſtituted dr 
Miniſtry of the Go'pel, and the Churches of Chriſt here, fince no People ſti 


have greater Advantages fo bring Things to Rights, as far as is in Men's 6 
4 | Power, by Means of the Churches Liberty, to chooſe their own Way of an 
5 Church-Diſcipline, whether Saybrook-Platform, Presbyterian or Congre- to 
. gational. To reject the Miniſtry and Churches of Chriſt, and ſet up nc 
7 without any divine Inſtitution, is therefore a bold Contempt of Chriſt, and Ge 
\_ the Laws of his Kingdom. | be 
By 5. It is ſaid by ſome, that at ſuch Meetings of Lay-preaching and - 
br Exhorting, they have more of the Preſence of GOD, than in his Ordinan- 


ces and under the Miniſtration of the preſent Miniſtry, and the Admini- 


F ſtration of Ordinances in theſe Churches. Wherefore ſome People think. ſac 
155 themſelves jaſtified to forſake the Ordinances of Chriſt, and ſeparate from 
110 his Churches, and ſet up Teachers which Chriſt has not ſe: up in his 
5 Word. To this we ſay, | Col 
3 1. If it was true that Perſons did receive real Benefit, yea more than ſuc 
5 they receive by the inſticated Adminiſtrations in theſe Churches, it would do 
75 be no ſufficient Ground to juſtify any uninſtituted -W orſhip or Teachers. our 
"Ol We have already proved the divine Inſtitution of the Goſpel-Miniſtry, Ar 
#48 and therefore it is the Will of Chriſt that his People ſhould attend ir. to 
# Now it GOD in a Way of Sovereignty, at any Time go out of his own aſid 
3 "Appoiatmeat to meet any Man, his ſovereign Grace and Wiſdom muſt be for 
"} adored ; but this is no. Proof that his Inſtitutions may be neglected, nor an you 
if uninſtituted Woerſhip thereſore ſet up: Becauſe GOD at any Time when wit 
fi he pleaſeth will go out of his ordinary Way, have we therefore a Warrant to 
17 to go out of it? Sometimes he has made greivous Sins the Occafians of 28s 
3. Perſon's Converſion, and alſo of the greater Watchfulneſs, and more holy ing 
A Walking of his own Children afterwards, and their greater Uſefulngſs, not 
* as it ſeems he did in the Caſe of David and Pater; but will this prove that the; 
bs! it is therefare the Will of GOD we ſhould Sin? GOD himſelf has been tion 
fol leaſed to let us know one Reaſon why he may do thus, Deut. 13. begin. whi 
1 6 there eriſe amang you aProphet, or Dreamer of Dreams, and giveth thee moi 
F Sign or a Wonder, and the Sign or Wander ceme to paſi whereof he ſpake it h. 


unto thee, ſaying , les us go ſerve other Gads (which theu baſt nat known) and Joy, 
tet us ſerve them, thou ſhalt not hearken unto the Wards of that Prophet, or Spit 


Dreamer of Dreams, For the Lord your God proveth you #9 kanw whether ſom 
| | yer | 
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yen love theLord your God with alt your Heart, and witb all yourScul. The 
Caſe here ſuppoſed is an Attempt to draw the People to Idolatry; and this 
you will ſay is not your Caſe. Theſe Prophets and Dreamers endeavour 
to draw you to Chrift, and not from him; but then they endeavour to 
draw you from his Inſtitutions, to a Way of Worſhip which he has not in- 
ſtituted :. Though the Caſe is not ſo ſtrong,yet the Argument againſt your 
Compliance is the ſame, for whatſoever Werſhip G OD has not inſtituted 
and directed in his Word, is falſe Worſhip, and therefore if there ſeem 
to be never ſo many Appearances of GOD's Power attending it, you may 
not go aſter it, any more than for the like Reaſon you may go after a falſe 
God, for the Lord your GOD doth prove you to fee whether you will 
beiieve that theſe Appearances of his Power are a ſufficient Warrant to 
ſorſake his revealed Will, which is the ——_—— Rule. of your Obe- 

dience. 

But then, 


2. We very much doubt of the Truth of this Aſſertion, and 6 that 


ſuch Perſons are deceived, andin ”_ Danger thro'ſach an Apprebeafion. 
For theſe Reaſone, 

r. We were divers of us at the firſt — of theſe Things 
confiderably at a Loſs, and rather inclined to think that GOD did own 
ſuch miſtaken Zeal, ſo far as to awaken and quicken many Souls, and 
do them Good, and might intend it as a Means of humbling to us for 
our Carleſneſs, and want of Zeal in his Service, and Love to Sonls. 
And tho we know GOD will ne ver ſet afide his own Ordinances, yet as 
to our ſelves we hope we can truly ſay, we are not only willing to be laid 
aſide from our Pulpits, but to be buried in our Graves, and have our Names 
forgotten upon the Earth, if our bleſſed Lord may be glorified, and 
your Souls ſaved thro” that Means. And we did ſeveral of us ſet our ſelves 
with as much Diligence as we could conſiſtently with our other Bufineſs, 
to examine into this Matter, and have diſcourſed with diverſe Perſons, 
as we have had Opportunity, who have- frequently attended ſuch Meet- 
ings an} Exhortings, and have a great Eſteem of them; and tho' we will 
not pretend to ſay GOD hzs never made uſeof any of them, or overuled 
them for good to any, yet we can truly fay this, upon our beft Obſerva- 
tion, ſo far as we can remember, where we have obſerved any pious Souls, 
who have by means of ſuch Meetings and Performances in them had a 
more paſſionate arid affectionate out. going of Love to GOD and Chriſt 
it has been generally attended with muth corrupt Mixture of carnal 
Joy, or Bitterneſs, or Pride, more than uſually attends the Fruits of the 
Spirit with the pure [Inſtitutions of the Goſpel. And as theſe People mix 


ſome great eſſential Truths of the Word of GOD with the Crudities, 
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and Falſhoods which they utter, we dare not ſay but GOD will bleſs his 
Truth and own that, tho' be diſapproves of the Manner, and much of 
the Matter of the Performance in which it is uttered. 

2. We have obſerv'd, that the Things which People who are moſt 
Zealouſly affected to theſe Meetings generally lay moſt Weight upon, az 
Evidences of nearneſs to GOD, and Communion with Him, are either 
ſuch as leaſt weight ought to be laid upon, or really are of a different 
Nature from Communion with GOD. —— They do indeed often ſpeak 
of wonderful Diſcoveries of the Gloriouſneſs of GOD, and the Preciouf. 
neſs of Chriſt : But for the moſt Part when they came to explain theſe 
Diſcoveries, they give an Account of ſome powerful Senſe of Chriſt's in- 
finite and amazing Love in dying, and bearing Hell for them in parti. 
cular; and ſeem to have been filled with a ſtrong and paſſionate Love to 
him, for what he ha: aſſuredly done for them, withont any acting of Faith 
in the Veracity of GOD, in the Goſpel-Offer of Salvation, and receiving 
Chriſt in his ſeveral Offices and Benefits, which may be nothing but a 
Moravian or Antinomian Faith. A vile Hypocrite may have a ſtrong 
and vehement Perſwafion that Chriſt died for him, and that his Sins are 
forgiven, and GOD loves him. And when they ſpeak of the Views of 
the terrible Juſtice and Holineſs of GOD, it ſeems too often to direct them 


to perſonal Applications, and to be terminated-on particular Objects whom 


they think to be Oppoſers, and with vehemence to treat them as diſcovered 
to them to be the Object of the divine Diſpleaſure. And we have often 
found that the Diſcoveries of particular Truths which theſe Perſons ſpeak 
of, are not of the known, plain, great, eflential Truths of the Goſpel ; 
but particular Revelations of the meaning of ſome myſtical, or allegori- 
cal Paſſage of Scripture, and a turning ſome plain Scripture into Myſtery 
and Allegory, and concluding that GOD has revealed it to them, as the 
ſpiritual Meaning of that Paſſage. ; and they conclude that whatever any 
Perſon ſays againit it, is becauſe they are unacquainted with fpiritual 
Things, — And we have obſerved that the Diſcoveries, which many have 
at ſuch Times, are of the certainty that this is the Work of GOD, and an 
Aſſurance that he will carry it on in ſpite of Earth and Hell, meaning the 
Work which appears in and by the Preachings and Exhortings of thoſe 
who carry on theſe Meetings, and that what they do in them is the Will 
of GOD. — Now as the ſetting out in theſe Preachings and Exhortations 
is wrong, ſo theſe Effects by which they prove them to be of GOD, are 
the Lies of Satan, and his wicked Endeavours to imitate the Work of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, and attribute them to him, while the poor Souls are ignorant 
ef the Devices and deep laid Stratagems ol Satan and the fatal Tendency 
of ſach Things. 


3. Another 
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3. Another Reaſon of our Fear is, the Fruits and Effect which in diverſe 
Inſtances follow the Flights and Engagements of Perſon's Affections 
and Paffions at ſuch Vee'ings. In diverſe godly People who have 
been carried away with theſe Things we have obſerved, the Fruits of theſe 
Kind: of Enlargements are not a more humble, meek and holy Diſpoſition 
and Temper of Heart, greater Confirmation of Faith, and Strength 
and Evencſ: of holy walking with GOD in the Duties of their Place, Re- 
lations and Calling, but rather greater Flatneſs of Spirit, and Lifeleſsnefs in 
holy Duties, and leſs Senſe of divine Things, till they epprehend they meet 


with GOD again in the like Flaſhes of Affection And as to others whom 
there is Reaſon to fear are Hypocrites, and have nothing elſe to live on 


but ſuch Flights; the Fruits in ſome are, a ſtrange Bitterneſs of Spirit to- 
wards others, a fierce and fiery Zea), treating Oppoſers with a Raſhneſs 
which tends to harden and prejadice their Minds; preſently, if any queſtion 
their Experience, Conduct or Prudence, concluding them to be carnal, or 
dead, and deſerted of the Spirit af GOD: A peremptory Confidence 
that they themſelves know the Mind of GOD in theſe Things, (he 
has revealed his Will to them, ) and denouncing Damnation againſt thoſe 
who oppoſe them, tho' it be but in uncertain and doubtful Matters, 
yea, or plain Falſities; which is a Spirit very contrary to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
Rom. 12. latter End. and Gal. 4. 22, 23. | 
There are many Things ſaid by ſome People againſt Schoo!z, and Col- 
leges, and training up Perſons in Knowledge of Arts and Sciences, and 
Tongues, as outward Means to prepare them for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry which we do not take Notice of here. All theſe Exclamations and 
many more have been long ago made by a Jeſuit, and may be found in a 
Book entituled, Bloedy Tenent, and have been fully anſwered and refuted. 


We dare not paſs over one fatal and Soul-ruining Delufion of Satan, 
whereby ſome Perſons fortify themſelves againſt all ConviQtions of Truth, 
under a Pretence of leaning only on the Lord, 'and not upon Men It is 
a Determination that they and others who think as they do, know the 
Mind of Chriſt ; but thoſe who differ from them know nothing about it 
becauſe they are Carnal, or at leaſt deſerted at preſent, Now many, 


don't ſee the Fallacy of this, tho' nothing is a more bare-faced Cheat, and 


leaning to a Man's own Underſtanding, and thoſe whom he has a good 
Eſteem of: We do therefore beſeech ſuch Perſons to confider, that the 
Bible contains a Doctrine, and Syſtem of Religion, the moſt agreeable to 
human Reaſon, that ever was offered to Mankind ; and which carries the 
Evidence of its Divinity in it, to which GOD himſelf appeals, Fer. 23. 28, 
What is the ChafF to the Wheat, ſaith the Lord. There 
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There are divers awful Myſteries in it above the Reaſon of Men, but 
nothing contrary thexeto, or inconſiſtent therewith ; and tho' natural 
Men don't ſee the divine Certainty of this Revelation and their Belief 
of it don't ſtand in the Power of GOD, but in human Wiſdom and rati- 
onal Arguments; nor do they ſee ſuch Beauties in it as godly Men do, 
and ſuch Words of Wiſdom to anſwer the defign of GOD is that Reve- 
lation; yet human Reaſon with common Aſſi tance is able to apprehend 
the Meaning of the Doctrines contain'd in it as Doctrines, and many natural 
Men can Diſcourſe better on them than many godly Men. Sanctifying 
Grace gives no Man any new Faculties, but renews thoſe he has; turns 


them from Sin to the Obedience of the Goſpel. But to ſuppoſe a natural 


Man has no Underſtanding of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, nor no Capa- 
City in a State of Nature to underſtand them as DoQrines of Religion, 
is the ſame Thing as to ſuppoſe there is no Revelation made cf GOD's 
Will to Mankind; and that it is not ſo much as an Inſtrument of their 
Converfion. And if this is the Caſe, a godly Man receives no Benefit by 
it; for acc6rding to this Notion, all his Knowledge of its Doctrine as 
Doctrines, and Diſcoveries of God's Mind, depends on immediate Revela- 
tion, and this is juſt as well male to him without the Bible as with, yea 
and truly as much without; for his only Way of trying the Truth of the 
Doctrines of the Bible, or their Meaning is, to examine them by that 
Revelation of them which the Spirit makes to his Mind, and not to 
examine his Revelations by the written Word ; which is the lame "_— 
as to have no Revelation but in his own Mind. 

Now by this Principle, what may not a Man prove? a Papiſt i is as ſure 

that GOD reveals his Mind in the Bible to him as you; and ſo is every 
Sectary, and Enthuſiaſt in the World. If you tell bim that he is a carnal 
Man, and underſtands not the Mind of GOD, he tells you the ſame ; and 
you both appeal to the Bible that you are Right, and the Evidence you 
get there is becauſe GOD has revealed his Mind to you in this Senſe: 
But then you will ſay, you know he is wrong, and you have the Spirit; 
and ſo he tells you again, and ſo you muſt both appeal from the Bible to 
your own Underſtanding and Inſpiration : By this Way a Man may with 
equal Eaſe prove every Thing and nothing by the Bible. 
Truth is to be received for its own Sake, and for GOD's Sake who is 
the Author and Father of it, whoever ſpeaks it. We are to lean upon 
GOD in the Uſe of the Means he has appointed, or does providentially 
give us for aur Help; and whoever ſpeaks Truth, ſpeaks the Mind of 
GOD, whether he degſins it or no. Balaam ſpake ſome as good Truths 
as Jaiab, but neither were to be received becauſe thoſe Men ſpoke them, 
but becauſe they were Truths, and manifeſted to be the Truth of GOD, 
tho' the Way of the Manifeſtation were different. 


\ 


And 
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And now we ſhall conclude with an Addreſs to all the Sorts of People 
in our reſpective Pariſhes under three Heads or Diſtinctions of them. 

Fir, Thoſe of you who have run into the Errors, Wildneſs and falſe 
Notions of Religion, which we have endeavoured to ſet before you in 
their true Light, How far the Teachers and Exhorters you have choſe 
to run after have miſled you, we don't certainly know ; but that they have 
contributed much towards your Miſtakes is evident from what has been 
ſaid before; and © it appears that theſe Men are ſuch as thoſe the Prophet 
Feremiah ſpeaks of, Chap. 23. 32. 7et I ſent them not, nor commanded them ; 
therefore they ſhall not prefit this People at all, ſaith the Lord, We.be- 
ſeech you, dear Friends, by theMercies of GOD and in theBowels of CHRIST, 
to conſider what you are doing, whither you are going, how have you 
diſhonoured GOD, and grieved and provoked his Holy Spirit to leave you 
to your own Delufions? You have been bitterly and zealouſly crying out 
againſt Oppoſere, whereas you yourſelves have been ſome of the greateſt 
Oppoſers of the Work of GOD in the Country, Such Principles and 
Practiſes have tended to harden the Hearts of Sinners, and prejullice the 
Mind of carnal une xperienced Perſons againft the true Nature and Neceſ- 
ſity of Regeneration; and to repreſent Religion as an Heap of Ineonſiſteney 
and monſtrous Enthufiaſm, and expoſe it to the Scoff of Infidels and the 
Euemies of Chriſt. The Tendency of what you have done, and are daing, 


is to run Men into fierce Debates, to take off their Minds from GOD, and 


content themſelves with a blind and fieryZeal about Things little or nothing 
to the Purpoſe ; and have given themOccafions and Subjects to difpute with, 
againſt that which really is the Work of GOD, while you have been re- 
preſenting theſe evil Things as the very Beſt of it, which are nothing 2- 
kin to it, but contrary to it, and the crafty Devices of Satan to- defame it 
and obſcure its Glory. You, and ſuch as you, have been the great Means 
to cover the Deſigns of the real Enemies of the Docttines of Grace, by 
giving them an handle to oppoſe the real Work of Regeneration and Con- 
verfion, under a Notion of oppoſing only ſuch Things as all good Men 
ought to oppoſe ; and while you have been branding everyBody with the 
Name of Arminians, who oppoſe you in what is bad, yea, even ſome of 
the beſt Men in the Land, you have helped to lower and conceal thoſe 


that are really ſo: Had it not been for ſuch Things as theſe,theDiſpute would 


long ago have came on the rightFoot, and fewor none would openly have 
oppoſed the Work of GOD, but thoſe who are Enemies of the Dectrines 
of Grace or of Revelation. We don't pretend to cenfure you all as Hy- 
pocrites ; we are perſwaded there are among you ſome ſerious weak Chrif- 
tians, who have been miſled ; and we truſt GOD will open their Eyes 
and bring them back again Zgt it is evident mat many Perſons have 
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approved of thoſeThings which have not been of GOD, but of Satan, and 


have attributed that to the Hol y Spirit, which is the Work of the Devil, 
and diſapproved, at leaſt, had a lower Eſtimate of that whch really is of 
GOD ; and beſides all the other Evidences of it, we have had a flagrant 
one of late, in that diverſe of you have diſapproved of the Confeſſion end 
Retractations of the Reverend Mr. Fames Davenport of thoſe Sins and 
Errors he was unhappily led into, ſoon after the Beginning of the Work of 
GOD among us; which Confeffion will be his laſting Honour among all ſober 
Chriſtians, as long as the Remembrance of his Miſcarriages and Errors jaſts : 
yet you have declared that this is Evidence that he is deſerted and forſaken 
of GOD's Spirit, and now building up the Devil's Kingdom. The very Sins 
he laments and flies to the Blood of Chriſt for the Pardon of, you attribute 
to the Agency of the Holy Ghoſt; and the Grace of GOD giving him Re- 
pentance, you aſcribe to the Devil. Oh! amazing Folly ! Do you not 
think it as dreadful Blaſphemy to attribute the Works of Satan to the 
Holy Ghoſt, as to aſcribe the Works of GOD to Satan? Oh! may the 
Lord forgive your Sin, and the Sin of others in oppoſing the Work of 
GOD, either through an ignorant and furious Zeal, or through Envy and 
Malice againſt it; and may he turn the Malice of a cratty Devil upon 
his own Head! And now we expect no other from many of ycu, but 
to be accuſed as the Enemies of Chriſt and his Kingdom, and Oppoſers of 
his Work, at leaſt dead and cold and forſaken of GOD: But none of theſe 
Things move us, we bind them to us as our Crown : We are ſet for the 
Defence of the Goſpel, and bound to appear in the Cauſe of Chriſt, and 
teſtify to his Truth: We know who is ourMaſter; and we deſire to remem- 
ber with greateſt Thankfulneſs his gracious Encouragement and Promiies, 
and with humble Reverence to obſerve his ſolemn Warning, Mat#th. 5. 
II, 12, 13, 14. Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, 
and ſay all manner of evil againft y:u falſely for my ſake ; rejvice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven; fer fo perſecuted they 
tbe Prophets which were before you. Ne are the Salt of the Earth, but if 
the Salt have lag its ſavcur, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted ; it is henceforth 
good for nothing, but to be caſt out and trodden under fort of Men. N are 
the Salt of the World. Our Buſineſs is to hold forth the Truth and Light 
of GOD's Word to you, 28 we know in theſe Things he has enabled us 
to do : whether you will ſee or hear it, depends on his Will, and we leave 
it humbly with him. | ; 

_ Notwithſtanding all the Malice cf Satan, and the Errors and Sins which 
have defamed the Work of divine Grace, we do declare, Thet we are 


fully ſatisfied that there lias been of late Years, in ſeveral of our Pariſhes, 
a wonderful Work of divine Grace, and a bieſſed out-pouring of th 


e Holy 
Spirit; 
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Spirit; and in ſome of our Places, thoſe of us that belong to them have 
Reaſon to think, that great Numbers have been under true and genwne 
Con victions, andAwakeaings of the Spirit of GOD; and many Scores, to 
the beſt of our Judgment, have given a clear and credible Account of a 
gracious and faving Work of the Holy Spirit on their Hearts ; and though 
many are much decayed and ſevered frcm that ſtrict and holy living and 
nearneſs to GOD which they expreſſed, yet many are found who appear 
to be bringing forth the Fruits of GO D's Grace in an holy, humble, 
heavenly Walk andConverſation. Tho' many who have acknowledged the 


good Work of GOD, and cried out much of the Glory of it, yet have not 


rightly diſcerned it and diſtinguiſhed it from what is not the Work of 

GOD, but have blinded that, and the Pride and vain Imaginations of Men, 

yer the Delufians of Satan together; and have counted the Faintings, 

Oatcries, Tremblings and violent Motions of the Body, to be the princi- 

pal Marks, or at leaſt ſure Evidences of the Work of GOD: Which 

Things, tho' they have been found in many who have been under true 

and proper Con victions of Sin, and in ſome who have beenConverted, yet 

have been alſo found in thoſe who have no true Convictions, but meer 

horridFrights of Hell, yea, and they can't give a diſtinct Account of what; 

and in many Hypocrites, and thoſe who had only vifionary and fanciful 
Repreſentations of divine Things: So that theſe have been no certain 

Evidences either Way. That Work of GOD therefore which we do 
acknowledge, and have ſeen in our Pariſhes, has been a Work of Con. 
viction and Awakening in many Souls, wherein they have been made to 
ſee their guilty, loſt, undone Eſtate by Nature, brought to ſee themſelves 

under the righteous Curſe of GOD's holy Law, and the broken Covenant 
of Works, having no Power to help themſelves out of that Condition, and 
crying out, What muft we do to be ſaved? (And this Concern did in 
diverſe of our Pariſhes run ſwiftly through moſt of the Families, and there 
was ſcarce a Sermon preached but was bleſſed for fome Time to promote 
this Work.) And alſo in leading many, ſo far as we could ſee by their 
Expreſſions and Actions, to ſee the divine Truth of the Goſpel-Offer of 
Salvation by Chriſt, and upon the Credit, Call and Warrant of GOD's 
Word, to venture their Souls for Pardon, Holineſs and eternalLife, upon 
the Satisfaction and Mediation of Chriſt alone ; and with humble Joy and 
Praiſe to admire the infinite Riches of ſovereign Grace in Chriſt the eter- 
nal Son of GOD, and that Way of Holineſs and Salyation which GOD 
has provided through him : And many Saints have been much enlivened, 
quickned and comforted through the Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace, 
and the Sealings of the Holy Spirit: Both one and the other have been 
filled with Humility, Meekneſe, Peace and Charity, and a fervent Love 
of GOD's Word aad [nſtitutions, which, as is recorded of all the Saints in 
G Scripture 
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Soriptore, they have prized as the greateſt Treaſure in this World, and 
loved them as Gcid, yea above fine Gold ; and have been led out to fee 
the Beauty and taſte the Sweetneſs of Holineſs, in the great variety and 
extent of the Virtues and Duties of Chriſtianity, in their ſeveral Calling, 
Conditions and Relations; and that here is Room for the moſt zealous 
Exercifes and fervent Actings of Love and Obedience to Chriſt, and Com. 
munion with him, without thinking themſelves qualified for Preachers, or 
chat their Bufineſs lay in finding out theCondition of all others, and ſettling 
and directing the Affairs of Chriſt's viſible Kingdom. — And this Work 


we have ſpoken of, we would publiſh and proclaim with the loudeſtSounds 


of Praiſe to the Glory of rich and ſovereign Grace: In carrying on which 
GOD has own'd the Labours of many of his faichful Miniſters ; while 
divine Grace has triamphed, nothwithſtanding all the Weakneſs of Men, 
and the Craft of Satan, 

Secondly, To thoſe of you in our ſeveral Places who have had Expe- 
riance of the Power of divine-Grace, and the SweetneG of the Goſpel- 
Truth and Covenant, who have nat been ſeduced from theSimplicity that 
is in Chriſt, We beſeech you that ye ſtand faſt in the Grace that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, that ye be not toſſed too and fro with every Wind of Doc- 
trine, nor drawn away by the Slight of Men, whereby they lye in wait to 
Receive your Souls: That you adhere cloſely to the Word of GOD and 
His Inſtitutions, which are the only ordinary Means he has appointed for 
the Converſon, Sanctification and Salvation of Souls. The grand Defign 
of GOD in the Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, is to glorify himſelf ane 
Son, by ſaving hisPeople from their Sins, recovering them toHolipeſs, anc 
reſtoring them to the Image of GOD. The Faith which is @viffs always 
works by Love, andLove conſtrains to a chearful and delightful Gedience 


to the whole revealed Will of GOD. The Mal of a Cbriſtian is to be by 
. Eaith, and not by Sight. The Work of Sanctifieation lies not in the 
Flights of your Paſſion and Affections, much leſs in the Fire of a bitter, 


and Party Zeal, nor ſpending your Time or Paſſions in lamenting that 


others don't fee and think as you do in all Things; nor in any Diſtreſſes 


about carnal Men, but what puts you upon the Duties of your own Place 


and Calling, and therein to do what GOD calls and gives you Advantage 
for, do promote their Salvation : If they will not be Converted by the 
appointed Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and the governing Providence of 


GOD accompanying it, no other Means will be ſufficient there for, and 


they muſt be left to the righteous Judgment of GOD. And ſo ſar as we 


are Weak, Deficient or Unfaithful, we beg you would abound in your 
Pray ers for us, and freely and faithfully uſe the Directions Chriſt has given 


in his Ward to ſtir us up to the molt diligent Improvement of all our 


Adyantages: If we are erroneous, decgictul or unskilſul in handling the 
; | | Word 
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Word of GOD, wait upon Chriſt in his own Way to reform or diſmifs | 
us. He has certainly Skill and Will enoogh to take care of the Church 


which he bas purchaſed with his own Biood, without your taking any 


Way to reform his Church or Minifters, beſide what he has appointed. 
To leave the inſtituted Worfhip and Ordinances of GOD, for 
uninſtituted Worfhip, to forſake divine Appointments under a Notion of 
grea*er Edification and Reformation of the Church and Miniſters, gou 
will find is taking Chriſt's Work out of his Hand, o #irring bim up before 
he pleaſe ; for which he will gever thank you, nor will this Method an- 
ſwer your End : You will neither make Progreſs in Holineſs, nor reform 
theChurch'or the Miniſtry; but harden and corrupt them more and more. 
Holineſs lies in your Conformity to GO D's revealed Will, which is the 
cleareſt Diſcovery of his Nature and Attributes that ever will be made 
below Heaven, and ſhows your Duty in all Parts and Relations of Life ; 
and will find you Work enough to take up your whole Life and Time 
and Thovghts, and Rogm for the Exerciſe of the greateſt and moſt fer- 
vent Love of GOD you will ever attain in this World : You muſt walk 
by Faith and not by Sight; nor imagine that the Sum of Holineſs lies in 
the greateſt Violences of your Paſſions and Affections, and their overcoming 
you, ſo as to prevent the moſt regular and beautiful Exerciſe of all the 
Powers of Soul and Body in the Service of GO D. The more Holy you 
are, the more meekly, evenly, humbly and patiently you will ſerve GOD, 
and do all the Duties of your Place and Calling from the divine Principles 
of Love to GOD, as he has revealed himſelf in his Word, and Faith in 
the Merit and Med ation of Chriſt for all your Acceptance, 1 Cor. 4. 20. 
Fer the Kingdem of God is not in Word, but in Power ; the more you will 
find to do between GOD and your own Souls, and the leſs Time and In- 
clination for violent and unſeriptaral Methods to reform other People. 
May the Lord help you to comfort and edify one another, and build you 
up to his heavenly Kingdom. 

Lafily. We would conclude with a Word to thoſe who are only 
nominal and profefſing Chriſtians, but never experienced the Power of 
renewing Grace. We have reaſon to fear there are very many ſuch in 
our ſeyeral Pariſhes ; and that among other Devices of Satan to finiſh your 
Ruin, and fix you in Security and Enmity againſt GOD, the late ridicu- 
lons Repreſentations of the Works of the bicfled Spirit which many have 
made, and their Wildneſ: & Diſorders have not a little contributed. Tho” 
the Things we have been ſpeaking againſt above, are not the Work of 
the Spirit of GOD, but the Work of Satan, and his crafty Devices to de- 
ceive Souls; yet there is a Work of the holy Spirit, a Regeneration, or 
New-Birth,which the Scripture declares abſolutely neceſſary to every Man, 
cr elſe he ſhall neyer enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; and if you 

take 
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take Occafion from the Miſtakes and Errors before-mentioned, to ridicule 
Religion, or think that it conſilts in nothing but outward Reformation, or 
the outward Practice of Virtue, and that any other Change but that, is 
Cant, and Folly, you will be fixed in Hypocriſy and Preſumption, and for 
ever ruined, if you unreaſonably ſpend your Time in diſputing againſt 
thoſe Things which are bad; or if private Perſons who are not obliged by 
any Oath or Office, keep ſtiring up Proſecution, and promoting and fur cher- 
ing the corporal Puniſhments of religious Diſorders, and driving on coer- 
cive Meaſures to reclaim thoſe that wander out of the Way of Underſtand- 
ing; this is not only the moſt effetual Method to prevent their Con viction, 
but alſo is like to be the Occaſian of neglecting your own Souls, comforting 
your ſclves with a falſe Zeal for GOD ard his Cauſe, while you remain as 
great Strangers to GOD, as you were torn : Tho' there are many wrong 
Ways, there is one right One. If Thouſands are deceived, yetif you are 
Not regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt and born from above, your Caſe is never 
the better, you are ſtill held faſt in the Chains of Satan; ſuch a Work of 
GOD as we have before ſpoken of and acknowledged, you muſt for the 
Subſtance of it find wro't in your own Souls, thro' which you will be made 
not only to talk the great Things of the Goſpel but live them; elſe all 
your Profeſſion, your Baptiſm, your Enjoyment of Ordinances, the ſtricteſt 
outward Conformity to the Practice of Virtue, and Rules of Religion, 
will nothing avail you. You muſt diligently and earneſtly uſe all appointed 
Means to promote your Salvation : Theſe are Means under a Promiſe, and 
GOD will own them to the Salvation of thoſe who are ſaved. But if you 
depend on your Uſe of them toentitle you to the Mercy of GOD, you will 
fail of his Grace You muſt uſe them therefore as Means which he hag 
appointed, and as caſting you into the Way of his Bleſſmg : The neglect 
of them is Rebellion azainſt GOD. Yet after all your Uſe of them, you 
muſt caſt your ſelves wholly on Chriſt for Mercy, and Acceptanee with 
GOD.— Oh may the Lord return to Zicn, and make bis Truth proſper, build 
the ruined Places, and plant that that was defolate. And now Brethren, We 
eommend you all to GOD, and to the Ward of his Grace which is able to build 
you up, and give ycu an Inheritance among all them that are ſanctiſied And 
we are your loving Paſtors, and ſincere well-Wiſhers to your Souls, 
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